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Preface

The following report is a synopsis of the main historical themes of
northern Humholdt County in general, nnd of the Red\"Ood Creek basin and Bald
Hi~ls regions in particular. Pioneering and ranching activities in those areas
recently included within the Nc\v Lands of Rechvood National Park, California,
were a result of broad expansionist movements encouraged by the initiation of
trade and conunerce 'd.th the interior mining regions at the head of the Sacramento
Valley. Overcoming such obstacles ns isolation and Indian hostility during the
l850s and 1860s, the ranchers of the Redwood Creek Valley and Bald Hills IIBd,
by the end of the century, laid the foundations of a tllriving lifestyle based
on agricultural, horticulturnl, and stock-raising activities. These pursuits
lasted well into the twentieth century, when they were finally disrupted and
almost entirely destroyed by the arrival. of the iumber industry. The story of
the red\vood country and the hardships and triumphs endured and \"On by its
conquerors is a fascinating chronicle of the indomitability of tile pioneer spirit.

In such a brief report, only highlights of an area's history can be covered,
but hopefully, in conjunction with earlier architectural and archeological evalu
ations, this study will provide the park interpretive staff with some indication
of the valuable cultural resources to which they have access. Thanks are due
to the Redwood National Park staff in Arcata, California, for their assistance on
certain aspects of this report.

1. ,.J, G.

January 1980
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1. ExpJor.:ltion of Northern California

, A. Coastal Expeditions

Irdtiol investigation of the Humholdt Bay region of northern C<Jlifornia
began c1.rcn 154] \yllen Hnrtololl1e Ferrel', h<1vin~ assumed leaclcrdlip of the
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo expedition afrer C<Jbrillo's death, guided his ships
along the Cnli(ornio coust in an effort to assess the area's potential for
settlement or trode. The ships advanced probably as far north as the mouth
of the Rogue River in southern Oregon, at one point notinR the landform
later kllO\m as Ci.lpe !,rcndocino. Althoup,h no more extensive explor<ltion \"8S

undertilken at this time, the area \,'as claime>.d for the King of Snaj,n. In
1579 Sir. );'rancis ]),a].:(', the [omons English sea captain and pirate, \",hile
searching for <J quiet harbor in ,,'hicl. to repair rlis brig and p.ather food
stuffs, probably entered TrinidClcl Ray, but djd not discmhark.

Over tIle next several years only brief exploratory visits were made to
the Humboldt Bny region, officials of !';eH Spain being occupied \."ith business
else\vhere. It \yas not until the threat of "Russians moving dm-Jn the north
west coast in the search for furs, coupled with possibilities of a strong
thrust into the region by the British Huclson's Bay Company, be?an to cause
Spain concern as to the future of her possessions tr'ere that Bruno de Heceta
and Juan Francisco de ]a Bodega y Cuadra were hastiJy dispatched up the
coast circa 1775 to reconnoiter the situation, making the first authenticated
landing in the area at Trinidad Ray wllere they took possessioD of the area
in a formal ceremony intended to unquestionably establish Spain's rights in
northern California.

In 1792 Capt<clin George Vancouver, th!? first Briti sh navigator to cruise
the coast since Drake's voya~e over 200 years earlier, sailed up along tllc
shore but did not di.sembark. P. year later his trip \·;ras more leisurely, tIle
ships lingering for three days at Puerto de ]a Trinidad chartin~ the bay and
studying the Indi.;ms. ~1.ore and more vesse13 continued to sail thc coast
line, but more intensive exploratory activity did not resume until 1805 ,Yhen
CapUlin Jon<ltl\i1n ")inship, commander of un i\plerican f;hip engaged in the Russi.an
fur trade, explored the presellt Big Lagoon and Trinidad Bay areas in the
searcll for sea alter. Th!? next year he discovered and charted the auiet
harbor that later became knmm as Humboldt Bay, and from 18IJ9 to 1811 his
and other trc:oinp, vessels returned severed times looking for otter furs.
l1umboldt Ray Has fi.nally narr,ed in 1850 ,,'hen LieutenClnt Dougl<!ss Ottinp.:er of'
the U.S. Navy sailed north from San Francisco on the Laura \/irginia up toward
the mouth of the Hael Ri.ver and a1on~ Trinidad Bay to the mout~·of: P.edHood
~re~k. Entering the large bay south of Trinidad Be~d, the pa~ty ~embTrs named
lt 10 honor of Baron von Humboldt, a famous naturallst and SC1entlst.

1. The Rbove SUllHl1.'1YY utilized inforrn.2tion from "Humboldt rounty," typescriPt
circul<lled by the Eureka Elementary SChOC'JE;, 1959, pp. 1, 3-5, and ~d,vi.n r.
Bearss, llistory, Basic Data, Redwood National PRrk, Del ~orte and Humboldt
£oun!J,~~~,s11n:~0;T~n~<;shi.l~~t-~~7--1T.-:c;-:-n~~pt.oft:l.c· Int--Z;'ri;;-r ,-f9-6(jf:J;p .--17-27.
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B. Lflnd Expeditions

As a result o[ zCCllous fur-trnding [Ictivity along the northwest coast
leading to the eventui11 decimation of the Ren otter herds, ~ussian and American
coastal tra<iin~ oper;ltions bCi?.<Jn to decline. British and American trappers
still operated in the interjor valleys of the northh'cst, hmvE'ver, and occa
sionnlly memhers of this community were able to find tlleir way to the coast.
As early as 1828 Jedcdiah Smith of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, hurdened
with over 300 heod of horsps ,md mules, pClssec1 through northern California
intending to further explore the north,vest nrea and appraise its fur trade
possibilities. He apparently passed along tIle Trinity River drainage to
Hoopa \7alley and Peitchpec, ultimDtely reaching Cilns PrClirie. Some memhers
of tile ~xpedition penetrated the redwood forests and possibly reached Big
Lagoon.-

Following Smi.th's brieE reconnaissAnce, no other large-scale expedition
entered the area lIntil 18L,t) v7hen Dr. Josinh Gregg organized Cl party of eigl1t
men from Rich Bar on the Trinity River to accompany him in the search for a
close seaport on the west coast that would enahle opening of a new supply
route to the Trinity River mines. Incentive for the journey was provided by
local Indians who mentio~ed that a large buy surrounned by prairie lands lay
inunediate1y to the \Vest. A scientist at heart, Gregg Rlso intended to tal,e
notes on the geography and Inc1ianinhabitants of the region. I'acking food for
ten days, Gregg and his party chose essentiRlly the same route as Smith, dis
covering and following the South Fork of the Trinity before pn8sing over snow
covered mountains and eventually halting at or near a section of the RaId H~lls,

which 'vere described as "like an open orchard of oaks and \Vith fine grass."
Discovering they were north of Trinidad, Gregg turned BOIlth before attempting
to cross Redwood Creek. After several hnrrowing days of fighting their way
through dense, almost impenetrable, redwood forests with their horses and mules,
v,here food for men and aniTflals Has scarce or non-existent, Cregg and his com
panions finally reached the coast just south of Little River. They followed
the shore north for only a short distance, discovering Trinidad Head hut turn
ing back at Big Lagoon and proceeding further south pnst the mouth of Had River
toward Elk River and Table Bluff.

The
site of
and the

party camped on the northeast shore of Humboldt Bay, at the later
Union. The men also reached and named the site of later Bucksport
Eel and Van Duzen rivers. At this point the party split, L.R. 1vood,

•

2. Polly HeW. Bickel, ~-,--r~~~..Y of Cultural Resources in F.ed\vood !.'1ational T'nrk
(Denver: U.S. Dept. of the lnterior, 1979), p. 35.

3. Cl1ad L. Hoopes, Lure of Humboldt Rav Region (Dubuque, la.: 1"m. C. BrO\m
Book Co., 1966), p. 14.

4. Blue Lake (C;ll.) t\dvocate, 3 Janunry 1957, found in !'frs. Eugene F. Fountain,
Hist-;ry ~~lmhol~c~Cou;t~BlucLal'.e, 1954-58], compilation of issues and
clippings, p. 348.
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'Th011l.1S Seahring, D.:lvid 1\. Buck, and TSili1C Wilson <1scenciing the Eel to
Sonoma County over .3 route that ].1tet- hecame the Sonoma Trail, reaching
home in l"ehru:1ry. Gregg, J. n. Truesdell, \Tan Duzen, ;:mel Ch<1y1es C. South
ard .:lttempteci to go south along the mountain r2nr;e nearer' t11C CO<1st, but
haci to retreat due to heavy snO\,1 and deep C<1nyons. Turning eRst tmvard
the Sacramento ValleY, Gre~g's companions renc~ed there in February after
the death of their leader.

5. "Humboldt County," pp. 7-8; Hoopes, Lul'tc of llumbol~.s-n8] Region, p. 21.
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II. Description of L:md Are8s in Fumbold t County

A. Coastal LcmlandE; Herge into the .Red\JOod Fore.st

The topo~raphy of Humholdt County consists hasically of three sections.
Near the coast are the lowlands. consisting of 2lluvial flats along the
river courses and generally sloping terrain. The rich soil llere ensured
the area's early settlement, for homes and farms could be established with
a minimum of effort.

B. The Redwood Forest and Redwood Creek Basin

Further in from the s110reline is the famous helt of reclwood forest
that ,;tretches in a continuous line north and south from a point near the
Oregon-California boundary south along the Coast Range of mountains into
~!onterey County, varying in width from eight to fifteen miles. Before the
corning of the \·Jhite man ond the consequent cleaJ:ing of land and huildinq,
of roads, the stands of timber here formed an allnost impassable barrier.

Running through the southern end of the forest is Redwood Creek, whose
course of over 100 miles forms an elongated basin measuring about 56 miles
from northwest to southeast and with a maximum width of about 7 miles. Thi.s
basin on the west slopes of the Coast Range drains an area of about 283
f;qUare miles and enters the Pacific about 50 miles south of the Oregon boun
dary. The only urhan-type settlement in the basin is Orick, located about
2-1/2 miJes above the mouth of ~edwood Creek. ~he main valley near the
town and along the lower reaches of Prairie Creek has been developed for
agricultural use. Hay is the principal harvested crop, while the uplancis
and alluvial vall.eys are also used to pasture large herds of dairy cattle
and other livestock. The major industry of the basin as a \-]hole centers
around lumher, four large. mills having been estahlished near nrick \-iith sev~

era1 smaller ones scat tercd along the Im"er reaches of P..ed\iOOd Creek and
along Prairie Creek.

The dominant topographic feature of the l~_edHood Creek basin is the
rugged mountainous portion covered by dense stands of first- and second
growth redwood and cut by narrow, deep stream channels. Vegetation in the
valleys is native grass with some brush and ~\rilloHs found Cllong the streaJn
baol'_s. Bordering the creek are from 3,000 to 5,000 acres of bott01llland that
in earl.ier times were covere.d by a thick growth of cottonwood, alder, salmon
brush, and some spruce thElt had to be cleared 8\v8y before fetyms coulcl be
est<:tblished to utilize the fertile soil enriched by river seclil1'.ents. Adja
cent to the he.avy timber are areas of lesser density contctining some decid
uous but mostly evergu;en gl~O\vth. Pine, oiJk, spruce, fir, and alclcr forests
clothe the river valleys onel hill slopes to the furthermost limits of the
county, and patches of pine anel oak extend up the lTlountainsides. 1

1. U. S. Army Engineer Dif;tric t, San Francisco, Corps of t~ngineers, "Fe.port
of Survey on P.C'(!~wod Creek, Eumbold t (;ounty, for Flood Can t~r()l and All ied

l'urposes," in L~.:..~te~--!:~.!2:~_~.l:.£J)ccrC:la~L~Lthe.Jn~LTr0nf~IT~i~~~!2.8 a Le~_t:eE

Xl~~!:l~,l~..~l~j!::l~~ [._J~2f:~~.~~- ~;_,.....!~e~ iJ ~~:~r~:.~~s_._ '2.L_~1_1~_~\1~!1.1"Y_ .._..l?a t e ~_.}~I n e _2 l...!_l..:~ () :~_.__._~
on :., ~-:llr\)C\f or 1~0ch'o()d C:r,~:C'k, Jlunl1,(,·Ic1t: County (;n1 if'orniCl, !'.lIthnrl;-;ec1 by the
v:i~~;~1(~;~~-t~:-(~f-~\-~-t~-;~\·i~l;-;:·(-)~'~J -~C;cpt e-~J;-~r-S~·-i-95II ·---(i~Jn f; 1~;~~-f~ t () n~- ._-iTs(;PO·;-i962~-
1~i):-5·:·_·9-;-~-in-]1;;~;11·~;1(ll- ·C:;;~-t),-p;~l·r\\l ct~~·_··i~ul1lu() ld L Cl)lI nty Collec t inn,

1·luPlboldt Stille Un:Lver[dty T"ihrnry, IIrCi1Ll, CD.; John ~1i1thc\·ison Eddy, COlllp ••

_L12.. !J.i:'::_J~o.d\v!!.£'.(!~~.R~~!)!~, ~d eel. (San Fr;mcisco: n.s. SLantey ,J;, r.o., If\CJ3) , r·/"·
__•• 4 _
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C. Ba] d Hills

Inlond from the timber he:ft lie larger tracts of open prairie thClt
were cultivated 8]0\,1y through the years as means of transportation
improved. The COClst Range commencing at the ocean increases gradually
in height for 15 to 20 miles eastHarcl until it culminates in an elevation
of about 4,000 feet n,arking the: long ridge of prairie land known as the Bald
Hills. This opf,n mL~Il1tain country is the largest of the three distinct
topogrnpl1icnl sections of the county, runn~lg from north to south but often
appcClring harrOD Clnd unproductive because the 11ills lose their verdure
earlier than do };:JI1ds nearer the sea. These hills have been primarily
utilized for the grazing of flocks of sheep and herds of cattle because of
the l1ulriLious native gr2.Sf; tbat covers the slopes and grows and remains
green from fall until midsummer. In June the grasses ripen and the hills
become brown, but the dry feed still retains its nutritive qualities and
cattle falten on it. The hills are not completely destitute of timber,
however, for scrub oaks are found scattered over the ridges,and groves
of spruce and firs grow on the shady ridgesides in moist places. Long
leafed pine is found on higher elevations near any of the many springs.
The soil, often several feet deep on top of the ridges, has a burnt red
appe8rance, and in some places masses of volcanic rocks protrude from the
ridgel-ops.

In ]oHer moist spots, and particularly on the alluvial flats near the
streams, grass and clover groH lushly. The region is well watered, with
springs found even near the tops of the ridges. Rainfall is abundant.
Because the hills are seldom covered with snow for long periods of time,
cattJe are able to feed year-round, although knowledgeable stockmen have
evi.dently found it economical to grow and house hay and grain with which
to feed their stock for short periods during the winter. Large ranches of
s8veral thousand acres each have engaged in the stockraising business in
the Bald Hills, only one-sixth of their area being somewhat level and thus
suitable for agricultural purposes. 2

D. Valleys and Prairies

The Humboldt County region contains several productive agricultural
valleys. The Eel River VClllc~y is possibly the Inost noted for its produc
tivity, although the Hattole River also drains extremely fertile lowlands,
enclosed by lofty hills, that have provcn conducivc to farming, dairying,
and sheepraising. Further east notable farmlands are found in Hoopa Valley,
a level, rj.ch prairie supporting groves of oak and cottonwood. Other impor
tant ~alleys and prairies arc those of the Mad, Elk, and lower Trinity
rivers.

2. ldollac:e \\1. Elliott, ll.:~sto~y of lIumboJdt C~)lmY_,_C2.~lifor...!.lia. . Including
Bio?r,lphic'.al Sketches (San Francisco: Hallace \v. Elliott E, Co., 1882), pp. 123,
l-j2;-qi").-i::~--;1~or;~1;ur~CaUfonli"' s RC'ch,ood \.Jonderland of IJumboldt Count.y
(San Francisco: Suns-';t P-;-ess, 1923)-,-p-.-8; Edc1Y~~l~-R;:~~~Rcall~,

p. 63.
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III. Settlement of Humboldt County

A. Influence of Nining Activity on the Trinity Eiver

The establishment of towns in Humboldt Courity began in tile early part
of 1850 as a direct result of mining activities on the Trinity River and
the anticipated demands of the mining trade. It \":35 in the \-.'inter of 1849
Hhen rains had c.losed the mines in the region and their supply routes,
threatening a shortage of provisions in the season ahead, tn[lt Gregg and his
followers set out to find 3 c.loser supply point. His explorations and
discoveries in the area around Humbol.dt Bay and the subseqllent building of
trails and establishment of trade witll the Trinity and Klamath River sec
tions were the basis for the rise and development of Trinidad, Union, and
other settlements in the region. The earliest tOHns Here quite naturally,
therefore, located along tIle harbors into which supplies could be shipped
from Scm Franci~;co for trG111sport to the milling regions.

B. Trinidad

Trinidad \'las the earl iest townsite in the region, its location on a
small bay seeming to promise continued grO\"th. By April 1850 a to\m gov2.rn
ment had been organized, and before long, streets nnd blocks were platted.
Miners, settlers, and land speculators streamed into the hamlet \vllich received
a steady supply of provisions and other goods that were then transported over
land to the goldfields. In the fall gold Has discovered in the sands
bet~"een Klamath and Trinidad, and an aura of prosperity enveloped the town.
Claims \"ere immediately filed to the north ,Hound Cold Bluffs, along the
Trinity trail, and south toward Little River and DOH'S Prairie. l Although
Trinidad eventually became the Klamath County seat, its days as a major busi
ness center for the region were numbered. Agricultural activity in the area
was never either extensive or productive due to the broken nature of the
terrain and the heavy timber growth. Ultimately contributing to the relapse
of the town's fortunes was a decrease in gold mining activity in the area
due to the expense of separating gold particles from the sand. As the
town's population declined so did the few attempts at agricult~re in the
area.

C. lIumboldt City

A short-lived settlement founded circa 1850, IIumboldt City.was estab
lished by the l.aura Virginicl Association on the sltores of Humboldt Bay dir
ectly across from the harbor entrance. Before the tm-m could develop into
a strong shipping port for the mining region, the tides washed it away.

D. Union (Arcata)

About this same til1,e Union (later Al:cata) \-.'as founded by members of the
Josiah Gregg expedition Hho, remembering the beauty of the spot, returned
here in April 1850. Its attractive location on the shores of a deep harbor
\\1as enou~~h to promote its 1niti<11 settlement as the ne\" point of emharkation
for the Trinity River mines, but its 1ll0re-enduring attractions consisted of
surrounding good agri.cultural lands and timber stands.

---_._-----

1. Owen C. Coy, Th~~Ji:I_mb~~5l..S B:!LE!?F.:i:~~L!B}_O-JtJ,J5 (Los An~elcs: The
Californi.a St[l[-C Historical AssL1ciatio!l, 1929), p. 96.
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P,y 185.1 Union \"~lS the l:IO~;t popu]()\I~; t(1\m in the region ill1d the lmsiness
centcr of the mining tr'lr1e. The choicest farm lands in the vicinity \"E~re

u:!l(en up immedLlte.ly. In this 5ilme ye.lr Humboldt f:OUl1ty \,'.15 orgnnized, cl11d
Uni.on seemed the natural selection for the county se~lt. Despi.te all her
promising <:It trihutef;. Union dropped to second plnce in arei1 importance \,,11en
in 1856 the county sea t \.Ji1S moved to FurekCl. A reduc t ion in mining trade
because of her less convenient harbor ensured Union's decline.

E. Eureka

Eureka was the lnst of the e3rly settlements around the bay. Estab
lished in May 1850 by the Union Company and the ~lendocino Exploring Company,
she expanded rapidly after 1856 because of a good harbor and thriving indus
tdes, becoming the foremost tmm in Humboldt County.

7
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IV. P:lcl,illg Tr:Idc in Humboldt. County

A. Spread of Mining in Northern California

Soon after California \·!;JS acquired hy the United States in 1848 by
the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, interest accellcrated in
exploring the remoter parts of her northern coast. No activity in this
direction corrunenced immediately, ho\-,'ever, due to a' preoccupation \vith gold
after its discovery at Sutter's mill in January 1848. As new mining dis
tricts opened around Sacramento, hopeful goldscokers poured i~ with the
fields naturall.y extending further north after }lajor Pierson B. Reading
found rich gold deposits in the gravel hars of the Trinity Eiver shore. The
first commercial trading activity in the Humboldt Bay region was carried on
wholly \vith the 10\ver Trinity River mining commul1ity, merchandise from l..1nion
or Trinidad not at first goir,g further tl1an its North fork, \,'11ic1l constituted
the entire market for merchandise from the Humboldt Ray area for two years
or more. Gradually settlements began to extend 10\,'er down the Trinity
to Nc\" River. Gold discoveries on the laamath soon opened a new field for
trade and enterprise, as did succeeding ones on the Salmon Rive~ and hath
these regions steadily gained in importnnce until they bep,cll1 to overshadml
the original trading area. l . By virtue of their locations on Humboldt Bay,
steadily-growing entry point for trade goods into the area, Trinidad and
Union were the natural outfitting stations for these two major districts of
the region: the Trinity mines, with their business center at Weavervill.e,
and the Klamatll and Salmon River mines of which Orleans Bar \.;a8 the main
camp, supply station, and business center.

R. Humboldt Bay Becomes the Major Supply })oint for the ~Unes

Mining supplies were first brought in to the Trjnity River region from
the upper S3Cl:aTllento Volley over the 'l'l:inity Hountains via a long and difficult
trail. The excessive amount of rehandling and repacking of freight required
during the various stages of the journey resulted in exorbitant prices to the
miners. In large part it was the diff~culties and expense involved in receiv
ing goods from this direction that prompted Josi~ll Gregg to seek a shorter
supply route <md that resul ted in the shift of trading operations to Humbold t
Bay.

C. Trinidad Initiates the Mining Trade

Trinidad enjoyed her greatest prosperity as a supply station for the
Trinity and Klamath River mines, ultimately boasting a population of 2,500
to 3,000 and a complement of t\oJenty-odd stores. The trade goods shipped
into her port from San Francisco were tral1sferred to pack trains [or trans
port to the mines, the sure-footed mule being the only form of conveyance
that coulu easily traverse the dense H':d\vood forc~Jts, high hills, and steep
ravines. Three large pack trains opcr~ted out of Trinidad: Alexander
Bri.z<lrd, 125 mules; Thomas Bair, 60 mules; and \~il1iam Lord, 75 mules. Due
to the high cost of upkeep, the packing business alone was \18U311y insuffi
cient to sustain its opcr<:ltors, the most successful packers holding their

1. An thony J. mec1soc, l.nc1L!..!.2..J,)ars__c::i_ the J\ortJ.!~!~~s_~:_~~~]j.forniil Sl::ctcll
(Oakl and: Biohook[~, 1956), pp. 219-20.
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position only hy dahb)in~ concurrently in other commercial ncti~ities, such
CIS T"1C1nn\:(inp, store~; in Lhe vnr1ot\s mining towns in the interior. The .
opening of trails to t!w. fTline's ,,150 profited the forners of the county, t\'ho
were now ahle to find on adrlitonal outlet for their crops that resulted in
rewarding sales.

In the SUT"1mer of 1850 n supply trRtl vlas run from Trinidnd to the mining
rer,ion~; in northern l1umbolot ;il1d Del Norte counties that p2ssec1. along the
coast to nig Lagoon and then directly east to the Klamath River and on up
to the mining discrict. This route intersected a trail leading up from
Klal'\Bth City, i1 ne,vly--cstahJi:,))cd tmm just above the mouth of the Klamath
aivcr. lJ hen Klamath City disappeared, this early Trinidad trail was replaced
by arlOther that Look 8 l~ore direct course to the junct~_on of the KIClT:1ath and
Trinity rivers. Tl"'.e "!:'rinicLlcJ Trail" as it \\'as calleo ran north from Trinidad
;:don? t~le coast to 1;lg L::goc,n, then turnecJ CClst, crnssing v,edt·wod Creek near
the present Tall Trees Grove, surmounted tile hills near Elk Camp (at the later
Sherman Lyons ranch), .::lnd then followed along the Hald Hills ridge through
French Camp and ultil'1ately dc,scencJed into the Hoopa VAlleY near the head of
Pine Creek in the vicinity of !lartin's Ferry and Weitchpec, an Indian village
1-1/2 miles above Orleans n~r at the junction of tile Klamath and Trinity rivers.
This trail also intersected a route leading up the Kla~ath from its mouth to
~~art:in' s Ferry. Frol'\ t 11e junction of the Trinity and Klamath rivers, pack
train~, could either turn right to Orleans or So~es Bar or trend left up to the
Klamath sites. 3 -

In 1854 John D;:,f,ge.t t, heading for the rich dif,gings on the Salmon River,
landed at Trinid.ad and follm·!ed this trail. Carrying blankets on their backs,
he and Jd_s cOf''.panions "pnssed first through the grand belt of old red~lOad trees,
a sight long to be re~embered, thence over the hald-hill country, abounding at
that time in elk, then crossing the Klal~13th river c~t Young's Ferry, a fetv miles
belO'.v the Trinity r.iver. . 1'/1 Another miner, John Carr, took off Witll his
partners frol~' Trinidad for the goldfields \Vith both their mules and themselves
packed to t!le hilt. Eeading north via Big Legoon, tvhose beaches vJere sometimes
knee-deep in semel, th~y proceeded through the recJ\.!oods: "The trail n.m throu8h
a good deal of redwood forests. I got T"1y first viet." of the il"J!lense size or

---------

2. Charles L. Eh]e>rs, "Tlle l)aeking Trade--from Union to the Hines," 3 !!ay 1963,
pp. 17-18, MS in Humboldt County Collection, Humholdt State University Library,
Arcata, Ca.; Bair held a U.S. Government contract to pack supplies and rnail
hetween Arcata and Hoopa hesiclos furnishing mules and horses to transport govern
n'.ent personnel to Eoo~a. Briz[j)~d ran stores at Veitchpec, Orleans, S01"!mes Bar,
and Iloopn, t·lhil.e Lord supplied stores at OJ~leans Rncl pl"ivnte individuals (lIang
the KLJTl1:1th IUver. Oscar Lonl, ""Pack Train Drtys in Humboldt County," in !-!yTTlnn
!)al:1:!s. ed., The ~lu~~l21cll: CountY--llistor),_S:'-<-ll Sodet'{.l Sureka (Eureka, Ca., 1954),
p. 24.

3. Coy, Fun1.l~0dt 12::')' t(cgio~, p. 68; Ehlers, "racking '!'rade," pp.9-l0.

4. John J);H!.gett, "]:{cl'liniseences of a Pioneer," written from Black Eear, Siskiyou
County, Daggett Scr~phook, 4:5, in Cal.ifornia State Lihrary, Sacramento.
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the rcdl"ood trees un that trip." Fin:11J)' "C'I\C d.:I!, , on ('n111ing out 01\ <J pr::lirie,
I,'C heheld a great si~ht.. The pr.liric seClild <J l<Jrg~ one; ~~cattered allover
it ,,'ere big oi1k trees, givinp, it t.he 8P!W;lLlllC'.C' of an olel orchard in the
Enstern Stc1tes, and, er.:lzjng quietly, were hundreds of elk, that seemed to
take no 111grc notice: of us than so many tame cattle gr<Jzing in their pasture
at home."

Two persons are mentioned in connection I·lith construction of the Trinidad
Trail. On(' is "Big Ed Moore," a Klamath Inclicm who was reportedly responsible
for the initial route from Luffenholtz, south of Trinidad, through the Bald
Hills to Weitchpec and Orleans. In the spring of 1855 the citizens of Trini
dad are said to have given one Captain Snyder of Hoopa the contract to
reopen a tndl through the redlvoods to the Bald Hill s, the earlier one being
impassable because of fullen tj~ber. A bridge buill across Redwood Creek on
this "nelO] Trinidad Trail'l lasted less than one year. 6

During the Red Cap \,hn of 1(155 pack croins on the Trinid[ld Trail V.'ere
subject to sporadic attack by Indi"ns, causing a severe curtailm~nt of traffic.
In efforts to safeguard the route and also protect the RaId Hills ranches, a
detachment of U. S. troops y,as posted at Elk Comp in the early l860s. With
construction of a new wagon road in the 1890s connecting Orick and the Bald
Hills, the section of the early packing trail from Big I,agoon to Elk Camp was
abandoned. In later years Arcata-Redwood Lumber Co. reop~led the stretch of
old trail from Elk Camp to Redwood Creek and the Tall Trees Grove site as a
public relations gesture. 7

D. Other Toyms in the Region Establish Trade Links

Perceiving Trinidadls initial success in the packing trade, communities
further south deci.ded to establish ties with the Trinity River mines also.
l-lumboldr. City first cut a trail follo,,'ing up the Ell\. River into Kneeland
Prairie and then passing in a southerly direction across to the Trinity River.
This route was also used by Eureka. Union constructed several trails: one
commenced a short distance e.sst of Glendale, continued to Liscom Hill, down
along the North Fork uf Had River to Fa\om und Elk pl~ajries, dOI-Jfl into RedHoad
Creek at Beaver's place, on to the Hower homestead, thruugh the Hooker Ranch,
and on to French Camp, Martin's Ferry, Weitchpec, and Orleans Bar, inter
secting the Trinidad Trail near the mouth of the Trinity River; another one
ran through Kneeland Prairie, intercepting the Humboldt City trail; a third
led via Bald t~untain to the main branch of the Trinity River and on to
\']eavervill c . 8

5. John Carr, "Wanderings Betl,'een Trinidad and Weaverville," Chclpt. X,
Pioneer Dav_s in Colifornia (Ell1:eka Times, 1891), pp. 103-/1.

6. f\r~.Etfi U~ion, April 1909, in Susie Baker Fount;:lin Papers, 108: 16, in
Humboldt County Collection, Huml'oldt State University Librnry, Arcata, Ca.

7. Bearss, Basic Data, Redwood National Par~, p. 133.

~\ 8. Coy, l~lInholdt B::!.y- Regiol~, pp. 68-,70; Ehlers, "Packi.ng Trade," p. 11.
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f:. Statistics of the P:1cking Ijusincss

A loaded pack train of <1 t lCi:lS t 30 to 40 mules required seven days to
travel the 78 miles from Arcata to Orleans, ~lereas the return trip unloaded
took only five. The slimme.r [lnd [[Ill of 1850 s[I,vthe greCltest. excitement in
the mining districts ond this flurry of activity continued on into the winter.
Although many mules had been driven to Trinidad from Sonoma in May 1850, more
soon ho.d to be hrouf,ht in. Due to the rigors of the trnil and the necessity
of shipping in all supplies to Trinidad by boot, high prices wc:re asked of
and obtained from the miners. Frcip,Jl t from Trinidad to the Salmon River
mines could cost [IS hi.gb as $2. DO a pound. \')hen Union began packing activities
in tbe. summer of 1850./111 avenlge of 100 mules a \veek left for the mines, carrying
$Lf,OOO to $5,000 \\1(n'th of goods. Over 400 mules left in one week eluring 1857
for the Klamath, Salmon, Trinity, Dnd Hoopa v3llcys. Six hundred left another
week, their average 1030 of 275 to 300 pouncts per animal meaning 3. gross ~veight

o~ over 165 ,(lOO pOtlnd~~ of good~,: .Thc~ crew G1ccompanying 8 train usually con- 9
51sted of a boss packer, an <1ddlt1onal packer for each ten mules, plus a cook.

F. Importance of the Packing Trade Wanes

TIle mining district around Orleans continued yielding profits for many
years. As Trinidad declined in importance as a seaport and supply point
for the mineE, Union ;::ssumed he1: leadership role. Her \,'ell-maintained trails
to both the Klamath [md Trinity river mines assured a strong position in the
packing trade, with 3. business amounting to more than half a million dollars
annually. The only real competitor \-lith Humboldt Bay for trade ,,'ith the Trinity
region had been Sh3sta City, located near the head of the Sacramento Valley.
Because her incoming freight had to be shipped upriver to Red Bluff, from
there by wagon road to Shasta, then by mule train up Clear Creek and across
the Trinity Mountains to the Trinity River, rehandling and high freight rates
on the Sacra~ento River and beyond raised tIle price of goods considerably.lO
By 185/, due to this prohibitive. cost and the problems inherent in having to
ship by boat, \;ragon, .;:md mule, 1Jnion had (Iutstripped her rival and continued
a profitable commerc:i.al mining tn:lde for the next five years.

Early in the 1860s hostility betwecn the Indians and the miners and
settlers became so great that packing became a dangerous and unprofitable
bus:i.ness. The intimDle relationfjhip that IlCic] existed fay so long hetueen the
Trinity "mel Humbold t Bay regions gradually ,·]cakened. The mining district
along tIle KJamath was also affected by the hostility of the Redwood Creek and
Hoopa Indians at this' time, causing trade \-lith them to falloff. Even though
some cOl;lnlcrcial activity with thc mines resumed after the Indian problems \'Jere
settl.eel, it never again was as important a f~ctor in tIle Humboldt Bay regional
economy a~ it had been during earlier years. From this time on the mining
population began to shift toward the Scott and SJlasta valleys, enabling other
sections to compete mon, successfully for the trade. ll Around Humboldt Bay
Lhe time \,'CiS nearing for the ascenelcJncy of an agricul turally- based economy.

~,
9. Lord, "Pack Train Days, 11 quoted i.n Ehlers, "Packing Trade, 11 p. 11;
J]~~~.ol~~:.. Hi.!.)' Rpgion, p. 69; Elliott, Hi_Sl~:!:'y_'-£'~ llumbc2,ldt County_ (1882),
Lord, "p:lck "l'r(13.11 Days," in P,llais, !lumboLc.1l County lii.storical Society,

11

Coy,
p. 209;
p. 211.



By the time commercial activity bet\,'een the Humboldt I\,]y region and the
mining districts of the Tl~inity, KLlm: 1 th, and Salmon riv(~r areas had begun
to diminish, the packing trDde h,ld a] ready played a monul1lcnull role in the
development of this northern California region. By 1857, in fact, the entire
internal commerce of the northern Culifornia counties waS carried on on mule
back, the trains providing the main commercial link between the coast and
interior set tlements. They \,Tere responsible for the grm,Tth of Trinidad and
Union and enabled miners to continue their search for wealth, farmers to
enjoy a profitable out]et for their agricultural products, and some of tIle
early settlers in the more isolated sections of Humboldt, Klamath,and Sis
kiyou counties to get the provisions, furniture, and mining equipment so neces
sary to their continued existence.
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V. ]':xtcns:i,'n of ScttJl:lllcnL

A. The Wilderness is Slowly Tamed

During the years that t:lte lIumho] d t Bay region served DS the llwin shipping
point to the goldfield~, a preocctlpation with mining-related aciivities on the
part of the earliest inh:1hit:mts led to neglect of the othcr potential resour
ces of the orca. The tomlS of Trinidad, Union, and Eureka attracted at first
a transient populDtion concerned mostly with land and to'msite speculation and
easily lured away by the promises of the rich mining districts. It was not
until the initial wave of excitement over the mines and related speculative
activity had waned some'"hat th8t the desil:e [or some permanency of social
institutions bep,an to he felt. lIany speculators stayed on to become residents
of the bay region, t'lhilc many who had j ourneyec1 to the mining fields returned
to try their fortunes in more stable occupations. The nom2dic spirit that
had characterized tIle earliest wave of population began to seek more secure
roots as the natural adV21Jtages of the Humholdt Bay region began to be noted.
This change from a shifting society to a marc settled lifestyle, ahmys dif
ficult and gradual in mining districts, meant that agricultural lands would
tAke on added import.ance and influence the spread of sett.lement. l One deter
rent to rapid groYlth of the area \,73S the fact that the Humboldt Ray region Has
only accessible by an expensive steamship ride, wllich tended to prolong its
iso18tion and mean that only restrict.ed groHth would take place for the next
several years.

The heavy timber forests bordering Humboldt Bay and stretching along the
interior were considered both an aid and a hindrance to settlement. Those
stands near t1Je Hater '-Jere e8rly seen t.o be of commercial 1181ue, attracting
a class of businessmen determined to take advantage of the grea.t industrial
possib:Llities he~e. In more remote ~iections timhered l.:md Has avoided, for
its heavy gr01nh rendered the cleAring of fi(~lds burdensome and unprofitable.
The forest around Eureka retarded her development at first: because it dras
tically limited Agricultural opportunities. As lumber and other commercial
interests became more important, Eureka became a leading shipping port of the
bay.

Althou8h at first the agricultuT.<:ll popu18tion of the region ,"as very
small, by the ]ate l850s settlement had spread over all the suitable lands
near the bay. Open to settlement without much labor or expense had been the
rich bottomlands strctching between the Mad 8nd Eel river valleys and the
narrm,T strip north of Had River including and extending north from Do,,}' s
Prairie. TIle Bear and Mattole river valleys alonE the southern C08St attracted
farmers 8nd ranchers wllile the Elk River and Salmon Creek alluvial plains
proved excellent agricultural sections. Circa 1850 the broad, fertile valley
along the lower stretches of the Eel River was settled, and through the years
this Drca became a thriving community.2

2. Thid., pp. 95-97, 100; "Early History of Humboldt County," Humboldt
Couni~~-California, Superintendent of Scbools, Curriculum Department, p. 7,J;\ )'jl I Humboldt County Collection, llumLJoldl: State University Lihrary, Arcata, Ca.
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n. S(:ttJ.Clllcnt l'l:llC'tralc's t.he: Interior

As the bay area filled, settlers began to push into the more remote
fertile vnlleys and prairie lands lying in and beyond the redwood belt.
lsolntioll in the interior was extreme. Roads were actually only trails,
fraurht Iv it.h numerous cianp,ers, \vhile villages, usually merely a single
rallch or sever.:!l houses sharing a fertile pr<J.irie or plain, were far apart
~l[ld often scp;;lrettcd by high mountain ro.nges, rivers, or thick forests. These
isol;:lted tL1ctS ultinwtely became centers of sTl\311 communities, such as those
nenr Bald i'[ountain and on KneelClnd Prairie. The long line of Bald Hills
extending Cl] ong the i.nterior between the redlvood belt and the more rugged
Trinity 00untains ~as particularly attractive to those seeking rich grazing
lands, <:lIld by 1855 f<:lI:mcrs \·.'crc bein? encouraged to settle there. Accordinf.,ly
many l.ocatcd on Redwood Creck and the upper ~~d River, Dnd were the folk who
suffered most during tile ensuing Indian wars. Farther east along the Trinity
and Klamath rivers ~ood agricultural land was scarce. with the exception of
Hoopa Valley, whic!l suppurted large crops by 1859 and was a prosperous agri
culturnl commun:Lty long before it \Vas appropriated for an Indian reservation.

The most productive agricultural lands in Humboldt County were found, of
course, primarily in the river valleys and bottornlands \~ere alluvial sedi
ment formed the hasis of a rich soil. Rechwod Creek, for ins tance, of fered
nbout 3,000 to 5,000 acres of good bottomland for farming purposes. Other
areas conducive to farming existed, however, that were not connected with
the principal rivers of the county, such as on Dow's and Kneeland prairies
and in the Bald Hills.

C. Crops and Livestock

The period ]858 to 1870 saw little progress in agricultural development,
sheep and cattle being grazed in pastures next to fields supporting only a
rudimentary form of agriculture. Wheat was the first grain developed in the
county, due to [lSSurances of a reliable If\;::r]~et and good prices. Oats, b21:1ey,
buchlhc:at, and hay soon fol10\}(~d, \vhile. a fruit industry producing such
vari.eU.ps as ~pplcs, pears, peaches, plums, and cherries became \\lell devel-
oped by 1860. 3

Cattle were being brought into the Redwood Creek area as early as the
1850s, a September l851i ne\\'spaper article mentioning that nearly 200 head
had entered the county from the Sacramento Valley in one drove, intended
for the rilnch of J. P. Albee at Red"70od Creek on the Klamath tr;:dl. II

A year later reference appears to cattle being raised at Elk Camp in the
Bald Fills. S A [ey,' ani.mnls \Jere later driven south from Oregon. In 1858
cattle importation increased, the greC::lcst number cominp, from the \'!illamctte
Valley and being driven into grazing districts in the Bald l1i11s anrl Dear
and Mattole river valleys.6

3. Hichae1 Berry, "/\ Study of the GroVlth "md Development of Arriculture and
Fruit GrolVing in }iU!nbolc1t County, 1350-1900," pp. 6, 8, 12, !'\S in Humboldt
County Collection, Humuo1dt SU1te University Library, Arcata, Ca.

4. Fountain Papers, 92:279.

5 . ..!}.:.~cl., p. 2 SO.

6 . Coy,}~I!!:.-<d.sl.~~ ._~;~L !{(' Ii i <2.!~ , p. 115.
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During the years before the lndj;lll \v;lc'S, cattle r<Jising developed to such
an extent lh.:1t gre,lt herds call] d be found ;lIang the southern CO.:lst in the
Bear .:1nc! lv!clttole river districts ;]nc! throughout the open country across the
redwood belt, mainly <Jlong Yager Creek, on tile upper Mad River, and in the
Bald 1111]s along Redwocid Creek. Sheep were becoming somewhat of a factor in
the livestock industry by 1858, but would not become a rival industry to
cattle raising until JOuch later.

The progress of agricultural development in Humboldt County was adversely
influenced by the depressing effects of the Indian wars on the settlers of
the region, gre<1tc~;t hc1Voc, as stClted earlier, being wrought in the Redwood
Creek and Had River districts.
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VI. '1'1112 Iud Lin h\ns

A. Disruption of the ~!<ltive Population Ly Hld.te Encro2chment

Immigration to California by settlers and gold seekers proceeded at a
rapid pace. The swift penetration and exploration of every section of this
n8\<1 area resulted in much sacrifice for the Indian population, including
losS of property and life. Although during the early mission ci<.1ys some
Indians had been partly accu].turated, bands of unconverted native peoples
who had never accepted the ~lites still lived in the interior vaJleys, foot
hills, and mountains of California. The section of northern California tllat
contained no reservations and that was not managed by Indian agencies was
extensive, drain(~d by the S31mon, Klama th, Trinity, Red\'lOod, Had, and Eel
rivers and their tributaries and extending as far south as the vicinity of
Cape Nendocino. Bledsoe estimates that 10,000 Indians resided Hithin these
boundAries divicieci into bands or tribes subdivided .into rancherias and families. l

Only in northern California did the Indian groups offer enough resistance
to the white invasion to merit serious action on the part of the Regular Army.
They had earlier opposed the trappers and now wreaked their ire on the immi
grants and miners who were threatening to overrun their homeland, located in
the watersheds of the Trinity, Klamath, and Pit rivers in California, and
stretching from the headwaters of the Sacramento to the Oregon border and
to\wrd the COilSt. More important tribes here included the Yurok, Karok,
Tolowa, Hupa, Wintun, Shasta, and Klamath. Culturally they were almost iden
tical though unconnected pol~tically. There were differentiated by the whites
only as to locale or leader.

Indian groups of the Humboldt Bay area consisted of the Chilula, inhabit
ing the BaJd Hills and located on or near lower Redwood Creek from near
the inland edge of the redwood belt to a few miles above Minor Creek; the
Hupa, located on the middle course of the Trinity River and its branches,
particularJy in Hupa Valley and on New River; the Mattole, located on the
Bear River and Hattole River drain<1ges and also on the Eel River and Van
Duzen forks; and the Hintu, in the upper Sacl-amento River Valley 2nd upper
Trinity River valley. A subdivision of this latter group "jas located in
the Balel Hills I1car the head\·.'atcrs of Panther and RedviOod creeks. 3 These
Bald Hi].ls Indians bore a bad reputation among the packers because their
lifestyle Xas more nomadic that that of natives along the Klamath and Trin
ity rivers. The clans of the north and of the hills were considered much
fiercer than the groups populating the lower Sacramento. Hhi.le Ute coastal
Indians and those on Had River were initially friendly, the muuntain tribes
remained quite resentful of \.;rhite encroi:lchment. Even the more peaceful
Indians unfortunately soon fell victim to the hatred for their race acquired
by settlers and miners during their experiences earlier on the Great Plains.

-----------
1. Bledsoe, Indian Wars, pp. 146-47.

2. Robert M. Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1967),
p. 93; Hubert HmJe Bo.ncroft ~lli~t_ol:\-;--0(-li~liforni~:_J_B60_-:J.J2..9_Q.,Vol. 24 in
The \']c'rks (:..1: 1I111~_l~r t H~~e Bancroft (San Francisco: The History Co., 1890), p. 487.

3. John R. Si:];Jnton, The. Indi:}n Tribes of North America (Hash:ington: Smith
80ni'<l1 Im:tituUon Press,-i-9-ij~-pp. 483, 492, 507.-,---S-f9; vJallace H. Elliott,
IlL, U:_TY.._..9_L.!lI:!.!~ho}~~~·~C:lln t:./,S:i~l_L[~wn2:..0..... ~ __:_.-:l_l:2..c:l.t_Ic1 i~ll Bi.r::_0I n ph ~~:E.] Skctchc~
(Sail Fral\ci:~c(j: l.J<llJrlcl' H. E1Uott & Co., 1881), p. 1.')2.

4. Hnhf~rt: F. HeLzer, cd., Gt:()n~c Gihb's Journ:d of Redick McKee's Expedition
Illr(~111'.11. Nor tJHJC~; ~.r:..r.T~_G.~l_i}~)i;~It].~;j~$.~}~(I~~~rk('h'-);-;-- Un iv c: rsi ty of e-Zlli Cor n-i a ,-19 7'2) ,



},::I;IC ~lilWr n'c.~llJ('d Lll1,ll<.'r )'c;lre; tllnt in the bcginnjn:.: good rc'lnti.ons
exis ted I,' j th tlte: Ind.l :1\1[> in the IIUllIbold L CDun t:y nrc.J, t\-.'o or three men finding
it possible to go t1l1YI·:hore in tlte mOtlllt,:dns Ivith five or six thous.:lnd (fol1.:1rs
\",ort11 o[ p,oods Clnd survive by the judicious use of tobacco. Contributing to
this pacific t,tate of "ff;:li.rs 1':;1S the [:lct that at that time the Indi.:lns did
not possess firepO','er. 5 ProlJlcms th:lt soon hegan plaguing settlers in the
connty Here m:linly nttriblltable to I·/ronr,s against the Indians perpetrated by
miners and a certain rllffi.:lil c1cment th.:1t Ivas forming in the Klamath and
Trinity river mining districts. During the Gold Rush the whites virtually
overwhelmed the Indi<ln population of the northern and central parts of the
state, obliterating their villages and occupying their hunting and gathering
grounds. As the IndLms strt!f"r;led to survive, they turned to robbery and
the pilfering of miners and settlers, I.\'hich led to retaliatory actions and
maSsncres of the innocent and guilty on both sides. The mining boom had
unfortunately created a situation in wllich Indians and whites needed nearly
constant protection from edch other. l'~ot only mineral districts Ivere involved,
but. LHel: tl?,rjcultl1r~ll l;:lnd~:; in the interior, c:s the mininf' fever abated and
disillusioned prospectors turned to fnrming. The more numerous anc! prosperous
valley tribes I'lere soon driven from the lush interior valleys and rich river
bottoms and were forced to retire to less prolific regions in the mountains
or foothills or remain in smnll rancherias on the outskirts of white settle
ments. This was a pattern esoccially characteristic of valleys in the north
coast range and around the headwaters of the Sacramento River. Early
agrarian and co~nercial activity always concentrated in the productive
regions most thickly populated by aborigines; the process was similar in the
mining regions ~here miners followed the watercourses on which the natives
were dependent, driving them farther and farther into the more barren 11i11s
and forests. 6

Agricultural settlements seriously interfered with aboriginal food
sources and Jifestyles, introducing such detrimental elements as the kidnap
ping of Indian children; the abuse of women; the interruption of native
fishing practices; the plOWing of heretofore open lands and consequent
disruption of the native p,rass, seed, and root supply; the elimination of
game and small rodents; the hurning of trees and shrubs that provided food
stuffs such <::s !luts and berries; <:ll1d the fencing of lands for livestock,
\>]hieh severely restricte.d the p:atherinr. of acorns, seeds, and plants. The
Bald Hills, Ivhose slopes and ridgetops h'ere quicl:ly appropriated for grazing
purposes, were especially valued by the local Indians, who used stalks of
the lush native grass in their basketry, personal decoration, and ornamental

. 7 -fabrJ.cs.

5. Fountain Papers, 92:355.

6. Alvin H. Josephy, Jr., _'D~e_-lndi0nJ~.2:it~~of America Clc\·; York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 19(8), p. 33~; Sherburne F. Cook, Confli.~S-J}et\o:C't:'n_the CaLi forni~
Ind!,.:m ~tnd_!i!.:.1:!:.~ Civiliz.0tlon (Berkeley: University of Cnlifornia, 1976),
p. 280.

7. Cook, CaJifornia Indian nnd Vhite Civilizc1tion, pp. 288-89; Elliott,
!i.:'!:.1?~.:..?_l.-~Y-.of li~:~mi~~d~_Solln~iCJ:SRl)--:-I)-~52;};ej-~r,Gibb.'s Journal, p. l3 l f.
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Although 11l0~,t \,'h1tc settlers clisnpprovcd of mistreatment of the Indians,
they were too involved in making a living or merely too unconcerned to inter
fere actively on theil" bet\31f. As the resentment smoldering within the. sur
rounding Indi,m community became morc obvious, ho\vever, f,Hmers began to
adopt the attitude espoused by the rougher members of the mi1'.ing community
that no excuse was necessary for recriminations against the native peopJ.es.
Indian men, women, and children were viewed as vermin to be eliminated as
swiftly and completely as possible. The white objective in California became
the removal of all Indians, at the very least to reservations and out of the
path of the farmer and miner. Due to this brutal change in Indian policy,
hostile Indian elements existed in most parts of California by the end of 1850.
In the more crO\vded area!, of Humboldt County the predominant number of the
whites tended to curb protestations against injustices, but along the mountain
ranges and ill the hills Hhere the more independent tribes prevailed v7ho could
make occasional alliances and thereby present a broad front of resistance,
the situation "Tc.1S much morc volCltile, these people becoming c2sily roused by
reports of persqnal affronts and outrages against the lndi.an population in
other sections. 8

B. The Federal Government Attempts a Peace-Making Role

In the summer of 1851 the Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs appointed three commissioners to hold treaty meetings with
various Indian tribes in the state of California as provided in an Act of
Congress approved September 30, 1850. Redick McKee was one of the three men
appointed by President Fillmore, with jurisdiction over the area of coastal
ranges north of San Francisco Bay and over all other portions of Hhat was
referred to as the Northern District. On August 9, 185~ he left Sonoma escorted
by U.S. Army troops under the command of Major H.W. Wessells on an expedition
through northern CaliforniA designed to contact the native populations ;md
formulate treaties. In early October he held a council with the hostiles at
Durkee's Ferry at the junction of the Trinity and Klamath rivers. Here various
tribes of the area gathered, although neither the Bald HiJ.1s nor tIle Redwood
Creek tribes were represented: "Of the Indians of Rech.rood Creek, called by
the whites Bald Hill Indians, little was learned, and none of them could be
induced to come in. ,,9 Here the Treaty of Klamath '·7as signed, and HcKee urged
the Indians present to exert their influence over the Bald Hills and Redwood
Creek tribes to induce them to be friendly to the whites in the vicinity who
were also to be informed of the agreements and cautioned 1:0 pursue a prudent
course in their relations \vith the Indians. Feeling Ids mission a success,
NcKee proceeded up the Klamath ,:here he concluded treaties \vith either Indians
at the mouth of the Salmon River. Althouf,h these meetings did not involve all
California Indians, they did serve as a forum of sorts for tribes of the nor
thern and central regions. lO

8. Bledsoe, Tndi Rn P~I2' pp. 148-5J; Josephy, Indian Heritage, p. 332;
Bancroft, .History of Cnlifornia: J860-1890, p. 479.

9. Heizer, Cihb's Journal, p. 139.

10. Tbid., p. 1; 1l00val-d B. }lclendy, "First TH~.'Ity Signed Betvleen the Indians
and the Un:1 ted State:3 in the Nortlnvestern 1'31't of .Cal ifornia, II September 1960,
HS in Fount<Jin Papers, 93: 121--2; l\c,opes, ~!.!~oJ:"'l!.umll..uldt Ba:LRt::B.:!.on, pp. 36,
~8.
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The treotjcs negLltL1U,d by the vnrlOllS cOInmissioners \,'cre never r.:1tified
by the Federi11 Government or honored, in Luge part bec<1use of the objections
raised by most Californians to sctl::i.Lg DsiJe good land for Indian usc in the
form of reservations. Ultjnwtely, hlHvever, a reservation system \vi.1S estab
lished and five small areas were set aside among the coastal ranges and cen
tral valley regions, morC' often than not in the midst of IncJi.::m-h.3ting popu
lations. MismanQgement and malfeasance in office characterized the operation
of these reservations, in addition to general neglect of their Indian inhabi
tantS. The. entire Federal Government Indian policy of attempting to colonize
Indians in the midst of \Jhite settJements was regarded by most pioneers
as ineffective and fraudulent. By the end of 1859 the system had largely
failed. Of all the counties in California, the five composing the Humboldt
Military District suffered most from this inadequate policy.ll

C. Unrest and Dissatisfnction Precede a Long Period of Strife

A temporary state of peace existed for a short time after McKee's parleys
with the varjol1s tribes between Clenr Lake and the Trinity River, but when he
could not fulfill his promises of supplies and reservations, and in the wake
of further ",hite aggressions, hostilities e.rupted and spread. "From 1.851 to
1855 there were recurring instances of murder and mutilation in the hills,
valleys, and plains of Humboldt County, both Indians and ".'hites being equally
guilty of their commission. In 1853 settlers around Humboldt Bay demanded
military protection, and t\\10 companies were sent to establish a post at
Eureka. A high bluff back of Bucksport \vas selected as the site of Fort
Humboldt, consisting of about twelve buildings around a central parade ground.
The fort turned out in some ways to be more of a morale factor than of mili
tary value, for its garrison was unable to stem the activities of lawless
Hhite traders \·,ho continued to sell vJhiskey to the Indians and of gun runners
who sold them rifles and ammunition, leading to serious problems in 1855.

In that year miners around the Trinity and Klamath r5vers grew fearful
of their lives as Indians \vere seen to be moving in large numhers in to the
Salmon Mountains. Traders were forbidden to supply them arms and all Indians
in Humboldt and Trinity courities were ordered to turo in their weapons. Although
some cooperated, the Red C8PS around Orleans Bar and a fe,,' others refused to
comply. Troops were calJed from Fort Humboldt as the mining community loudly
demanded the massacre of all Indians on the Klamath and Salmon rivers. Volun
teer troops marched to the Red Cap rancheria to gain their surrender, but the
Indians resisted in the vicinity of Weitchpec. Ancient bonds between the
valley and Dlountain Indians were renewed, generating conflict in all sections.
The Trinid8d and Mad River tribes left their rancherias for the mountains,
and in tIle neighborhood of Redwood Creek 8 party of Indians attacked and
killed several whites. Eureka, fearful the war would spread to the coast,
appealed to the stnte for aid. Soon \vhites \·,ere br>ing killed indiscriminately,
the Indians unable or unwilling to determine beforehand wllich were good and
which unfriendly. Mining became a risky business and was almost abandoned
because personal safety could not be guaranteed. Supply tr8ins ceased to
operate along the Trinidad Trail due to continued harassment. Nobody
could travel or work without being armed. During the months it took to rout
the obstinate Red Caps from the hills, they \,'ere stealing cattle, robbing,
and murdering. Finally t1·00pS from Fort Humboldt initiated peace talks, the
war ending in June 1855 when the last Red Cap was incarcerated on the Klamath
River reservntion. 12

11. Utley, .J~'E~.12..~5_cr:~_~c;.!1.__~~~J.?l.!:!~_, p. 107; Hoopes, Lurp. of Humbold t B;....y_..B_~gi0l2.,
p. 116; Bl('c!:;oc, II~l.0.r.!.....\'!31r~., pp. LI 55-56.

)2. Founta'in l'ilpcrs, 32:3]9; jjonpcs, Lure of llumho]c1t: Rn.L..BEJ:"LC?2:1., pp. 111-12.



1\y 1856 L1ll~ Klamath tdhe~~ werc grm\ling rcsUc;~s mId hostile, 85 were
tLc 1100P3 IndLllls in !IUOp;l V,dley \\'110 were objl:cting to \,h01e581e remov.:11

-".l~\ to H'serv8til111S. The !Iunlholclt B:1Y tribc's \-;ere friendly with the K1Clmath 8ncl
',U' other mountain C1811S, and \"h.:1tever dffected one group of these Indi.:1ns WClS

, felt to touch other sections too. Sensing the spreael of 8nimosity, \,hite
residents in the region hc.cilme nervous and bcg.:1n moving nearer to the more
populated settlernel1ts around the bay. During 1856-57 the presence of troops,
the vigilance of the citizens, and a hard winter that kept the Indians occu
pied in a fight for survivill combined to keep disturbances down except for
minor uprisings. In 1857-58 t"'o ne\-' forts vJcre c:stablished in the region to
deter tl1e hostiles \,hile protecting both them and the whites. In October
Lt. George Crook arrived at the Klamatll reservation from Fort Crook to estab
lish rort Ter-h1m, about six miles from the mouth of the Klamath. In December
Fort Gaston WRS founded in the Hoopa Valley on the west side of the Trinity
River to protect the Boopas from white encroachments. 13

In 1858 a nCH trouhJ e spot developed on the Had River involving the '\1in
toons. War broke out in June, and because there Here not enougJl military
troops available to provide protection, the citizens of Union and Eureka deci
ded to solve the problem themselves. (A ne\, group of regulars that did arrive
at Fort Humboldt in July were considered deficient in military discipline
and knoHledge of Indian fighting.) A J.ocal militia company was quickly organ
ized and a long period of ",arfare using guerilla tactics hegan. Inadequate
military policies and J.a~kadaisical enforcement of them, a prevalent desire
among the \vhites for total extermination of the Indian population, and the
lack of sucess experienced by the reservatio~in the region meant that by
1859 tensi ons had increased to a levf;l dooming prospects of peaceful coexis
tence. In that year 100 Hintoon \w:oen and children \-lere sent to the Henc1ocino
reservation and later 160 more half-famished hostiles \Vent. l'leamvhile Indicll1s
",erc~ killing stock in the Bald Hills area, and a detachment of U. S. Troops
under a Captain Lovell \ms stationed in the area to guarantee protection to
life and property.14

By 1860 most Wintoons had escaped from the reservation, while at the same
time trouble was erupting near the coast at the ~auth of the Eel River, near
Eureka, on Y~ger Creek, and in the Mattole Valley. The infamous Indian mas
sacre of th8 t year, in which over t\JO hundred men, \wmen, and children were
killeel in cold blood on Indian Island, did not help the situation. A fev
of the captives taken in that action were sent to the Klamath reservation,
but soon esc8ped. By February 1860 ronch o\mers in the vicinity of the Bald
Hills were driving their stock to Hydesville for protection. An indication
of their troubles J11ay be dj.scerned from a ne\,sp~pcr article at the time \vhich
stCltecl that "Richard Clifford has just cHrivecl frolll the Bald Hills and reports

13. Leigh H. Irvine, llistorv of llumbo1dt Gount.YL_CCllifo.!"_~~ \vitlt IHog~hical

Sketches. . (Los Angeles: Historic Record Co., 1915), p. 69; rountain
Papers, 32: 320; 11oopes, l::.ure of H\Jmho~~12-ClY Reilio~ p. 113; Cook, California
Indian and Whi~_e Civili7.iltion, p. 282.

14. Hoopes, l~lTe__(~ Ih]l~l1..~l~:U:_Bax_!~egiC?~_, pp. 114-15; Cook, Californio !...~c1ian

ancl_'\hi_t:_~_~1v~~_~_zC1tic~, p. 283.
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tklt the day befon:- yc~tcn.lny the lndi"ns Celmc in to the settlements and SllC

ceeded in collecting :md starting obout 100 head of cattle belonr.;ing to dif-·
fercnt persons. They came in sufficient numbers to protect themselves, And

;1 after ~:t;Hting tl1(~ cattle drove them by thc houses of \vhite men in open sight .
. f The neighborhood W<lS quickly nroused and ;] party gave chase and succeeded in

regaining the most of the stock, losing probobly some 20 or 30. The settlers
are driving their stock together for hetter security, but in doing so they are
compelled to desert their houses and all the rest of their property."IS

By October the Indians of the county \vere busy gathering lead, prying bul
lets out of trees at the old camping grounds in the redwoods and elsewhere
where packers used to amuse themselves by firing elt targets. Adequate pro
tection for people and stock wos nonexistent except in densely-populated oreas.
Thousands of cattle hetel by this time been driven from the Bald HilJ.s and else
where to Bear River, cousin[; pasturage there to rapidly become exhausted. 16

From 18Gl to 1864 continual fighting ;]nd skirmishing characterized the region.
driving citizens from the grilzing portion of the county which became the
scene of hloody conflict. The redl>'ood country vIas one of the fiercest bottle
grounds of the \-,3rS, and the site of many important skirmishes.

A letter from Fort Anderson, a military post established at Thomas Bair's
place on Redwood Creek, written on August 12, ]862. reported that Redwood Creek
was then virtuall.y deserted. The only remaining inhabitant ,,'as one J.P. Albee,
who had returned alone to harvest his crops after leading his farllily to safety.
Only occasional packtrains still passed through the area, although the weekly
visits of the mail carrier continued. Between Arcata and Hoopa no place existed
when'> travelers could find a~commodations. Troops had meanwhile been stationed
at Elk Camp :md a rough stockade erected ,,'here packers were afforded protection
until a large enough number of them had collected to proceed safely.17 The
situntion was later described by Charles A. Hurdock: "In times of peace,
settlers lived on Had River, on Red\vood Creek, and on the Bald Hills, \-!here
they herded their cattle. One by one they ,,'ere killed or driven in until there
was not a white person living between the bay and Trinity River. Mail carriers
were shot down ... ,,18 During the Indietn troubles of the 1860s ranchers
from the ~~d River country, Redwood Creek, Bald Hills, and other farming sec
tions suffered greatly, driven from their homes \vithout preparation and so
hurriedly that they viere usually unable to save possesions. Trou1Jle.s were
also rife in the Mattole Valle~ along Yager Creek, in the Van Duzcn district,
and around Hydesville.

15. Clipping, "Early Day Happenings-.:.g9 Years Ago, February, 1860," Tri~J~ty

Journal, feb. 17, 1949, in Fountain Papers, 32:369.

16. Clipping, "Early Day Happenings--89 Years Ago, October, 1860," in ibid.,
32:373.

17. HU1l1bol(lt Times, Augus:: 23,1862, in Fountain l'apers, 92:276.

18. Charles A. Hurdock, A B.0ck~vaTd~b-~c:£~'1t Eigl~y, Recollections and
Comment ... (San Francisco: P. Elder & Co., 1921), p. 62.
-----~--
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Indi;Jl1 '-i)',illil1i;, ;11\,1;ly:; ;1 di f fiCllLt pr0C('c!11:", \'.':IS hnlllpc'rc'c1 in IlllllJl'olc!L
Co un Ly by til C' f, C' 0 g r ;1]J 11:1 0 f t bL' Y(~ i~ i 011 . l' 0 t b C' \o."l'"; t oft he B.:11 c1 l[ i 11 r; h';1 S a

vcry dense [on-st, _i_r.J]H'IH'lLdllc in ~;(1IlH- rL.1cc~;. To the C:-1St \-las .:1 \,'i(k~ ex
p:mse aJ tcrnClLcly bro:,l'l1 by c!('l1SC forc,;U; ;md bald ridges. 1'0 the south the
TIQlcl Jlills tcrminilted in t\,'O principal mountain ranges covered in wintcr \vith
~;nOH, \,'llile nortl1\'!~lrd thC'y s~ll1k m·.. .1Y into tbe grc.1t - recllvoocl forest .19 Only
one distinct adv,:lI1t:lgc cxi:3tC'd in fi)',hting Indians in midl-lint:er. B"cause. they
could not live on the high moulltniM;, theoretically they could not escape if
the volunt('cr~ invested the foothills before the sun th:nvec the snow on the
high peClks. Th3.nl~s to il1Ul l 0r.:11 \vhite tr<:tders, the Indians co[',tinued to acquire
firearms, and soon became ski lled in their use. Their guns \,:ere not left in
the ranchcrias where thC'y could be c~ptured, but Here always either in their
hand or hidden in the forest. Tlte Indian pob cy of dividing their forces in
time of \,'ar Lind \Vayl<ly1.ng \,<lit05 in p~rties of ten or fifteen as they found
them in deep canyons or gloomy foro_s t glens took an effective toll.

Colonel Francis J. Lippitt Iwe! first taken coulnwnd of t.he Eumboldt Eili
tary District, and had sC:Jttereet his H'[.;iment: Dmong stations allover the
mountainous regions of northern CaJifornia. His initial policy of leniency
toward the Indians had failed and given way to a series of relentless cam
paigns and clashes resulting in the tronsfer in October of about 1,000 pri
soners to the Round Valley reservation. Escaping from there and mergin~ with
others who had fled the ~endocino reserv~8ion, hundreds of warriors collected
in roving bands to strike at the \-lhites.l. .

The hostiles soon possessed all the Mad River and redwood country as far
inland as Hoopa, successfully blocking every channel of traffic bet\'lcen llum
boldt, Trinity, and l'U_3r,'ath counties. Ange:·.re-d by the total destruction of
homestead properties, the citizens of Eumboldt and Klamath c.ounties continued
to petition thr~ governor [md feder~l al1thorities for help, but got nO\,;here.
Prior to the Civil \.]3r, military operations in HUll1b01d t County Here carried
out by regular army and community volunteers. The U.S. soldiers of the
Humboldt Military District were regarded as \Vorthless, the officers ine£
ficien t and troops grossJy Iilismanaged. Theil: regulations ane_ me t:lOds simply
could not deal \-lith the currpnt situation. The peak of the Indian wars in
northern California \vas reached durin~ the Civil \';ar, at a time \·]l1en the
regular troops in the area \Vere sent to the East to serve in the Union Army.

Due to the maturin8 civil war in Humbolclt County, it therefore became
necessary during 1861 to 1863 to raise large nuniliers of local and state vol
unteers h'ho \-]ere considered TIIOYC' qU.:11ified anyu8y to TIleet the Indian problem.
This organizati onal chanlje in policy \Vas the beginning of a nc\v period of
military operations and served as a turning point in the conflict. 21

19. "Report of l,ieut. D:311ie1 D. tynn, 6t11 U.S. Infantry, Ft. Humboldt, Ca.,
l'larch 28, 1861," in Fountain Papers, 32:396.

21. Hoopes, _~.lI1:e of _1!umho1dt B~.:L.JZq,ion, pp. 121, 124; AndH:\"; H. Genzo1i
and \';allClce E. Hartin, "l:~ec!.:'!on~Fr<?_I~Lc~~g~~C:.!::'l2.ess ])cfi.:~~_._._:.. (Eureka, Ca.:
Schooner Features, 1961), pp. 40-41.
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As a reslilt of continued pressure ~xcrted b~ citizens of northern Cali-
.. fornia for addition:']] military forc.es, Governor L~L1nd St.:Jnford on February
!l 7, 1863, finally issued a cAll for local militia Dnd the enlistment of six

companies of volunteer military tl'OOpS, to he called the t-lount.1inecr BAttalion,
for the specific purpose of operating <.lgainst LlI(, hostile IndiDns of
the Humboldt region. Two companies were mustered into service at Fort Hum
boldt during April. After four companies ho.d been fOnI1Pd they Here sent out
to various forts, posts, and camps to replace the California Volunteers. By
October six full companies \>"ere in the field. On July 13 the headqu<Hters
of the Humboldt t-'!ilita)j~ District \vcre given to Lt.-Col. S.G. I.Jhipple of the
Mountaineer Battalion.~·

Although previously participating little in this struggle between the
""hites and the native popUlation, the Hoopa tribe in 1863 began sho\oling signs
of hostili ty culmi1\<lting in further opon \V,I1'f3re in the rec.h,lood rE:[;ion.
Together with the redwood area Indians, the Hoopas bogan gathering food,
slaughtering stock on deserted r<lnches, and even erected a log fort on Red
wood Creek near the homo of J.P. Albee. On Kneeland Prairie Indians began
driving off cattle and hogs. A large area along Redwood Creek and in the
Bald Hills was covered with general conflict. In February 1863 the Isaac
}linor house and outbuildinGs on RcdloJOOct Croek, the halhvay house ben"een Fort
Gaston and Arcata, were burned. From the Iload of Redwood Creek to its mouth
not a building was left. While such atrocities were b~ing committed in the
Redwood Creek and Mad River regions, the Mountaineer Battalion Has being
scattered Ciround to variolls stations in the Klamath, Trinity, Salmon, and
Eel river drainDges. Duri ng the summer \onnfare commenced on the Trinity
River, above Hoopa Valley, and at settlements near the coast. The Mountain
eers ignored a great portion of these difficulties while preparing for a
vigorous \\'inter campaign by establishi_ng many ne.w posts tllroughout the dis
trict to better control the tribes. Their main concerns at this time \Vere
escorting packtrains, guarding houses, and trailing moving bands of savages.
TIle protection of packtrains was the most dangerous part of their work, and
it was during this duty that a dctBchment of Company C participated in a
hardfought battle on Redwood Creek near Minor's ranch in July 1863, this
encounter turning into one of the most desperate actions of the war. After
this battle, the Indians attempted to concentr<lte their forces, their main
base of operations being located somewhere in the Redwood Creek region.
August and September brought desolation and death to the Trinity River area,
the vast mining region becoming almost depopulated through effec~ of the
ongoing strife. 23

D. An Aggressive Military Policy Stems the Tide of War

At the end of December 1863 the Hoopas called on their Klamath and red
wood allies [or help in a concerted effort to drive the Hhites out of the
region forever. This encounter th3t took place in the Hoopa Valley \·l8S the
first action involving the Volunteers, and brought them defeat. Their lack

22. Hoopes, Lure of_llumboldt~l{egion, p. 129; Utley, Frontiersmen ln
Bl .
~, p. 228.

23. Coy, !.~l~~Ol.i~~~I:': Rcgi~, pp. 180-82; Iountaln Pal'_~2:.~, 92:352; Hoopes,
~[Humboldt B:::.:!'..J~~_J[,ioll, p. 130; Bledsoe, Indian \):l_~~., pp. LflLf, 419.
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of success \~:JS due m:linly to coonJin:ltion pl:oulc1lls, lIot D. lack of troops, but
Whippl.e nonetheless il\\l\lcd13lely requested morc forces; when the addition3l

.'

"'1 battalions alTived, 350 troops \~cre 3ssemhlcd at Fort Gaston to stage the
I' final assault. A supt.::rior kl~m~ledgc of the country lay I~ith the Indians, how-
. ever, and D.idcd by f:lulty plannin~ on the pDrt of the military, they siQply

could not be defeated. In ~n effort to end the Indian problem once and for
all, tlvO companies of California Volunteers \'1ere sent to Fort Humboldt to
bolster the Hountaincers, ilnd \~hipplc was rl'placed as commander of the dis
trict by Col. H.M. Black. - This time an aggressive policy turned the tide.
Black was a decisive officer WllO mD.intained scouts allover the county,
especially along the Trinity River and its branches, initiating a succession
of fights and skirmishes t\lat left the Indi3ns little time to recuperate
their forces or provisions. This vigorous strat2'~y promised good results
as a large lIumber of IndiD.ns began to surrender. Jr

By the summer of 1864 the Illc]i8n troubles in 11umboldt County appenred
nearly over. After Colonel Black \NIS recalled to the east, his comba-
tive tactics were cOl\tinued by 1,o!hipplc. Although several Indian groups deci-
ded to ceiise hostilities, those in Hoopa VDlley refused to surrender until
some action \-las taken in their behalf curbing the vindictive spirit of the
surrounding residents and instituting some compromises. Austin Hiley, appointed
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for California by President Lincolrl in 1864,
without proper authority consu~nated a peace agreement with the Hoopa tribes
in August by giving them the Hoopa Valley. 1\~elve square miles of the pub-
lic dOIMlin were set aside to be used as a reservation where the Indians agreed
to live peacefully after the ""hites homesteading there Here removed. /,lthougll
this rather high-handed gesture displeased the settlers in the area, Hho, protest
ing a reservation so near white settlements, sent resolutions to Washington,
the government realized that a continuing war would be I"ore expensive than the
small remunerations to settlers fOl- their lands. Congress accepted the treaty,
the settlers' lands and improvements were appraised, and by 1866 almost sixty
thousand dollars had been paid in claims, the government thereby obtaining
full title to the Hoopa Valley lands. An Indian agent was appointed to pre-
side over the inhabitants. In this secluded valley Indian women would be
taught to sel·] and do household chores, whi lc the menfolk follm_'f:d agricul-
tural pursuits. More buildings would eventually be added to house the staff
employed to teach the children in the Indian boarding school.

This treRty, combined with effective military operations elsewhere during
1863 to 1865, paved the way for similar agreements with various tribes in
the Humboldt rlilitary District, effectively bringing the Indian c<J11Ipaigns to
a close. In early 1865 some scattered bands of hostiles still remD.ined unsub
dued, but throughout the rest of the decade the Hoopas remained true to their
trcGlty agreements. Other Indians I-]ere gradually In-ought under control from
1865 to 1866. The Mnuntaineer Battalion was mustered out of service in April
J.865 when a company of regular troop:; arrived at Fort J]umboldt. Troubles in
other areas on the Eel River, on the Trinity River, and on Yager Creek con
tinued throughout 1868, but were finally resolved in that year. By this time

2/+. Coy, .I!um~oldt~~~_gion) p. 186; Hoopes, Lure of Humboldt. Bay Region,
pp. 130- 31.



the Hoopa reservation \v:18 \';01] cst-.i1b1ishcd, \.;hi10 the Snlit:h River, K1nl1wth,
and Nendoc:iuo l-cservaLiollS \vcre ;lh~\l\JoneJ. C;lpLive lndi;ms on thePellinsula
were removed to the Round V:JJley rcserv:1tion. \'}.1rring IndLins from the
coast and some from ~Iendocill(l County \·!cre brought: to Fort Caston in 1I00pa
Valley, but they later drifted back t() homes e.lsc\"here. The headquarters of
the. Humboldt Hilitary District \"ras l!loved to Fort GaEJton to control the reser
vation since, \"i th the: close of Intli;m troubles, the army po~~t at Fort
Humboldt had scrvC'_d its purpose. The gnrrison there was relocated in 1866,
but the post was maintained until ]870 whell it was abandoned and the lands
place.d for sale. The IIOO]lciS 110\,: \,Icre left in possession of Ute 10\vcr Trinity,
the Yllroks held the 1O\v(; 1: Kldmath, clrld the K::n:oks resided on the llppe1:
Klamath. Hoop;:). Valley \,'<15 set aside for the }]oopa, South Fork, Red\'JOod,
and Grouse Creek Inc'linTls. All r1(;~;tiles \\'ho had taken part in the recent \.;ar
were granted a~nesty. Some semblance of normality returned as mine~~ prepared
to resume \-lork in the Klamath countl:y and packcTaLls were l'eojJened. ,J

25. Hoopes, Lure of l-1tlll1bold t Bay Region, pp. 131-33; F\Jun tn in Papers, 93: 4-5,
269; JrLE'd soc, -iE~123n\~;1_r:3~-~ 4 49;---E(~Y-~-llu1l1bo_~_~1_~_-'~~l__ R<:&LC?.0.' pp. 193 --9 5.
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VII. Resumption of Agriculture and Stock Raising

A. Sheep l1usbal\th:y Incre::lses in Importance

The Indian wars seriously lwmpered the development of communities and
farms in Humboldt County. Large djstrict~ o[ valuable grHzing and farm
lands had been deserted, and stock, crops, and improvements destroyed as
people fled for their lives. After 1863 agricultul"2Ll. pursuits couldlhe
continued, and good crops of all kinds were again reported by 1868.

After 1865 the sheep and wool inrlustry became the dominant activity cast
of the timber belt where land was held in lilrge open ri'lnges and flocks soon
numbered in the thousands. The upland districts of the Bald Hills region,
characterized by rolling hills supporting a tllick growth of native grasses
that provided grazing year-round, were admirably suited to mixed husbandry
[lnd especially iJeal for the nurturing of sheep. The prairie here ,,'as free
from 11C3Vy timber ;md dense undergrO\:th, meaning burrs Here seldom d

problem; it \',Tas \'Je11 vlatcred; [lnd i.t possessed a dry climate and even temper
ature throughout the y2.1r, negating the need for shelters for the immense
flocks of animals. Des]Jit2 a decline in the industry circa 1894 due to the
lmv price of \-!Ool and the encroachment of dairying, cattle-raising, farming,
and fryit-growing upon sheep ranges, hetter conditions prevailed in the early
1900s. '-

As the market improved, ,voa1 grown in Humho1dt County came to be considered
the choicest grown on the Pacific COilst, and 2h,'ays commanded the highest prices
on the open market. Its reputatiOil \,'as built on the cleanliness and h:i.gh
quality of the wool, noted for its long staple 2nd freedom from burrs. 3

Located on Red\-.70od Creek in the c.1rly 19008 \vcre the properl:ies of Lyon,
Hooker, Bair (sheep and ciittle), i:erry, Crogi:lll, the Russ estilte, and others.
Centers for sheepraising also exic:Lecl in the Had Hiver and Van Duzen sections,
\,,11ile more ranges stretched clear to the county line on the e~st. Some ,-Jere
also found to l~hc south in the Eel and Hatto1c river valleys. f By the second
decade of the tioJenticth century onc-·tl1ird of the county ~';'<lS elevoted to sheep,
some of the he;1''t.:'Y demand for \wolen £,arments and blankets being I1romptcd by
,.;ar condi ti.ons . J

1. Berry, I;Dcvelopment of Agriculture ancl Fruit Grmving in Humbold t County,"
p. 17.

2. Eddy, In the Red'lOod's Realm, p. GLf ; Humboldt Times, Humboldt Couny Souvenj.r.,
Ld. eel. (E~;r~>ka--:-Ca.: -:i~e Times PuhIishinf' Co., 1904), p. 112.

3. Charles \~. Hard, Humboldt County, California, the Lnnd of Undeveloped
N3 t u rill Re~)OU]" ces on tll-P \\lcs t ernlTl'~~)-L Rim 0 f . th e Alilel: i e.a n (:on t: i nenl' (Eureka,
C~-:-~.-E~~~kcrCo. ,-i92S)~-~;3;Edd~i!i-'t'11e Rcc!i,'ood's Realm, p. 65;
]lumbo1d t TimcE;, }Jlln~~J5~~ C~'2..~~'lJj.Lo_l~a~-.\.val!l..~YourFoc tory (Eu rcka, Ca.:
The Times I'ubljslling Co., co.. 1917), n.p.

4. Humholdt County S012ycnir., p. 112.
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Il. Cattle- :md H~g-Raising A.ctivities

The stock industry most directly affected by hostilities hnd been cattle
rais:!.ng, \vldch llDd suffored grent losses. The linge ranges estnblished prior
to the IndL:\Il wars hild beon suhject to rilids until well alonf, in the 1860s,
resul ting in only il sl:i.ght margin of profit for rnnchers. During the \·mrs
feeding grounds were ab'::ll1c1oned, but by the cClr1y 1900s lilrge herds ,....ere again
growing to maturity on tIle slopes, bcnchlands, and upland ranges of Humboldt
County. By J892 nearly ten million pounds of beef were being produced. 1~e

great forests of tan-oak in the county, ilbounding along the upper stretches
of all rivers and their tributaries, and yielding acorns on ,....hich hogs fatten,
fostered the grm.... th of pork producU.on in the rf~gion. The mLlny roots, herbs,
bulbs, ngts, ,mc] grasses fonnel in the county served as supplementary food
sources.

C. Other EnterpriseE; Expand

After 1865 the exportation of Humboldt County crops to San Francisco began
to jncn~ase, t'hipments consisting mainly of potatoes, peas, oats, and some
times \·;rheat clild apples. Agric.ulture bec.ame especially important after 1894
in the fertile Eel and Mad River valJeys due to a developing sea trade and
the opening of new trails to the mining areas tllat exparided local markets.
Horticulture began receiving steady attention beginning in the l870s, and
in certain parts of the county far ellough inland to be free of fog, it \·,as
found that a most excellent quality of fruit could be raised. Thereafter,
until 1900, there was seme retardation of agricultural growth and increased
cultivati9n of fruit. Tltis ,·;as accOTllpanied by an expansion of the dairy
business.

D. Small Villages Turn into Ne\,' Tmvns

By the eur]y l870s many small cownunities along the upper courses of tIle
major rivers and throughout the BaJd Hills were developing into full-fledged
towns, such as Blue Lake on the Mad River at the terminus of a much-used
wagon road, about eight miles from Arca ta. lhth the return of peace, lJCtck
country farms were again occupied and new ones taken up. Between 1868 and
1872 r.1illor SU1:veys \Vere carried out and the lend nearer the bay \vas divided
into tmmships. After 1872 the operations of the surveyors

8
became more

extensive and included the grClzing lands in the Halo Hills. During 1913 a
large numher of settlers Arrived) and ]]umboldt County \.;ras expected to become
an important.dist~ibutionpoint because §f its deep Ilarbor that could serve
northern Call.fornl[l and southern Oregon.

7. Bledsoe, .rl~9.i'2.!..~~~~..!:.§'., p. 1.189; Beny, "Development of Agriculture and
Fru it GrO\,d.n g, 1I p. 5.

9. Humboldt Vjew Book (Eureka, Ca.: Eureka Printing Co., 1914), n.p.
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E. Ranching Spreads Throughout the Hill Country

Th(~ l1ald lUlls region, cn!1sidered one- of the county's great reserves o[ \.Jealt11,
was able tn concentrate seriously on Llrming matters from the. late 1800s on.
Tts clim:lte proved [Clvora!l]e [or stnc.kroisint'" smile agriculture (I·'heat, oats,
and bar] ey in the .1 nte 18008 and early 1900s), and frui t grmving, 01 though the
steepness and roughness of the land prohibited muc!l cultivation of the soil.
Along iu; ridgcf; and slopes lands \.Jcrc cheap and Hettel- abund8nt, furnished by the
many living springs and perennial streams flowing ncar the surface. A muc!l
roug11er land thelll that found nearer the coast, the Bald Hills have been used
through the years moinly as pasturelcllld, though t.hey have also support cd small
gardens and orclwrds and a fc\\' acres of feed crops. The are,,~' s rapid settlement
and utilization was delayed first by tile Indian w~rs and then by transportation
difficulties imposed by n lack of rO~lds. Its hilliness increased cODlIT'.unication
problcm~:, imd the diffic.ult:ie~~ ,md e~:pense of conveying products to J1l2rl:ct dictated
its use primarily as grazing land.

F. A Summary of Farming Activity in Humboldt County

Although agric.ultural efforts were started belatedly due to an earlier pre
occupation with the mining and lumber industries, they developed r8pidly from
1856 to 1875 dec-pite the major interruption of the IndLm \,'nrs from 1861 to 186/-1.
From the late l870s to 1890s fnrm grm-,th slowed, progress continuing less rilpidly
than it had fron! 1865 to 1875, \"hile the total amount of acreage devoted to crops
did not increase as fast either. This change was largely duc to a growing dairy
industry, \.]hich began to infringe on tbe Clgricultural areas. Fruit. grm·,ing, vlhose
developIllent and expansion in the first t\\TO decades of county l'dstol:y had been
secondary to agricliltural interests, exhibit.ed increased expansion by t.he end of
the century. Frc'lt! 1875 on not· only did the variety of fruit crops incrcase, but
also the number of people engaging in horticulture. DairyinG and frui t g,lm"ing
bot.h grew in favor during tIle 1880s nnd 1890s as more inland lands were settled
and as d[,;riculturill activities slO\\'ccl due to disi.l.1usionme~6 brought on by a
potatoe bligl1t, falling hay production, and other factors.

--------

10. Rerry, "Growth and Development of Agriculture ,md Fruit Gro"dng,"
pp. 3:J, 63.
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VIII. E.1dy Settlers in the \lald Hills Region

A. First r;:~nch("s Es tab} ishcc1 Alan;:; l~edwood Creek

By the 1850s a fc\v hardy souls had alreLldy pcnetr<1ted beyond the rcd\\,oocl
forests into the rich bottolllldnds 2long I~cdlvood Creek and even further up onto
the lush ridges of the [)(Jlcl Hills. Edrliest mention of a stock r<3iser in the
area \vas of James B. 11i11, \'Jho took up a ranch in the Halcl Hills circd 1851,
its exnct location unknown. 1 Another lIumholdt County pioneer was John Albee WIIO

came overland to California in 1850, arriving in Humboldt County around 1852
with a band of cattle. He resided first in Weaverville and then in Table Bluff
where he ran a hoLel. In lEJ55 he \,'as running Cl pDcl:train from Arcata to
Klali;r!th, c1nd thot sal1l(:~ y(~al' moved his fami] y to a ranch at the north end of
the r~echvood Vrdley Oil Rc~(h.'Ooc! Creek \,'here he hac! a large orcllard and hotel and
became \\"2:l1thy. In November 1862, after removing his family to Arcnta during
the Indian troublt~, he returnee! home alone to fecd his stock and look after
his crops. AlwaYR ~ trusted friend of the redman, he was nevertheless murdered
by them as he toiled on his fann. 2

In 1854 160 acres of land known as the Redwood Ranch, located on the trail
between Union and the Trinity Ri.ver, was sold by one I,evi Ellis for $3S0 to
BO\vls and Coddington. A deed dated 22 April 1856 concerned the sale by John H.
Kimball of Humboldt County to John Ferrill of Union of the "Redt,..'ood Ranch,"
probably the same holding, si.tuated on Rodl·lOod Creek Ivhere the trail from Union
to Hoopa crossed. Sold for $800, the property consisted of 160 acres plus a
house and improvements. 3 By 29 August ]857 the Lake and Saf Ranch on Redwood
Creek offered cattle for sale, mentioning .11so t:11e presence of a bridge flere
Bcross the water. 4 John Whi.tney and John AdaD Peard were in partnership in
1862, raising mules at the old Jacob BeClver ;:-anch four miles 2bove Camp Ane!eJ~

son (both 10coti0ns later belonging to the Thomas Bail' ranch). Peard had
contrihuted his share by brinr,ing in 36 Inares and one jack to the Red~'lOod Creek
ranch from the Sacramento \7<llle)'. The mares \vere all destroyed by Indians
during an attack on the ranch in July 1862.5

B. The Bald Hills arE' Populated

During the time of the Indian ~,13rs in the early 18608, three homesteads are
mentioned in the vicinity of Elk C3\IlP (Sec. 28, T10N, R2r): those of Saunders
(Sanders?), t-IcCongly O'lcConaGhy, Cona~:lla?), and 1'lorton, \vhose house and crops
were valued togetller at several thousand dollars. The last sett1~r mentioned

1. 4Fountnln Papers, 9 :52.

92 : I. 94, 296.

) 4 Ibicl . , 92:365.

5 Ibio . , 92:2tl2.

29

b ~.



might be \~illiam }!orton, who O\mecl a stock ranch in the Bald Hill sand \oJas
proprietor of :1 hOld ill. l'rinid:lc1 around this timC'. A family of Hortons
had sct.tlpd on the later Sherman Lyons ranch property before the Indian V.wrs
broke out.6

Henry and }~rtil1 Peters, the latter a native of Hanover, Germany, born
in 1828 and <1 packer by trade, held title to a claim with improvements in
the Bald llLll~; knmV11 as Elk C3mp ranch in 1868. Martin h:.1d first settled in
Siskiyou County ,,,here he worked in the mines. These two also Owned property
)~efcr:red to as the Side Hill Place on the road from Elk Camp to Klamath Bluff,
on ",hich they raised horst's, cat.tle, and mules. 7 The Henry HillianB ranch of
160 acres un the B:lld Hills ,"ilS O\vned by one Hugh Baird in 1866 and by Nathaniel
Myers a year later. 8 In 1876 one Hiram Raymond had a ranch in tIle vicinj,ty of
the Bald Hills on what ",as known as Long Prairie, six miles from the Klamath,
on \.hich he raised horses, COl') 3 , and mules. 9 from 1868 to 1883 stock \\las
being rAised by a T. Hopkins on Childs Hill Prairie. After 1884 \,Jilliam Childs
ran stock there, ,,'hile from 1912 on Albert and Kia11 Tomlinson ranched Side
Hill, Ford, and Shelton prairies. 10

C. The Red~ood Creek Basin Proves Conducive to Farming and Stock Raising

George Griffing and Robert Swan entered the Red~ood Creek Valley wiJderness
in the earJy 1870s and se~tled down to perform beach mining and cattle raising
operat.ions, layi\18 the foundations for the later prosperous lumber and dairy
commun~[ ty of Orick at the mouth of Red\wod Creek. In Harch 1919 Robert S\·lon
sold his nine-acre ranch at Orick, known as the Tomll~son ranch (formerly rented
and fanned by llrt:hur Tomlinson) to J.B. Blankenship. Further up the \'dter-,
course a copartnership existed between Messrs. W.J. McConnell, Isaac Minor, and
John Saf hy Decembe.r .1870, centering around the stock, butchering, and market
business. Their operat:ion was pos~ibly .located 3/4 mile sout1J of the ranch
occupied earlier by John FerrilJ. lL On 10 January 1870 Alex and Eleanor
HcDo\vell sold their ranch on the east side of RedvlOocJ Creek, south of and
adjacent to the }kConnell ranch, to Allen Ramsey for $1,000. 13 Notice \\las found

-------

6Ibid . , 92:267, 293; 94:52.

7Ibid ., 92: 168, 270.

8Ibid . , 92:437.

9Ibid . , 92:320.

10Uistory Files, Red",ood NationaJ. Park Office, Arcata, Ca., courtesy of Steve
Viers. In the e:n-ly 18805 Childs Has postmaster of TrinidCJd and also r"n a
generallnt"rchandising s:tore. "L.N. }1c.Kenney & Co., publ., l~cKenn~7's 8--County
Dir~c_~or,~f,,_§52,I~g~~:3-.L~'2J)aL-.!:.Q.]~::..!-l-"lend_oc)no, HUllIbol d t, Yolo, ~~,flno~n9_

Nar_~1,~ __COs_=--,_:L884-__?- (San Francisco: L.N. NcKenney & Co., 1885), p. ,US.

llIbid., 94:64, 69.

12Ibj~~., 92:294, 353.

13Ib~:_~., 92: 353.
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.. t\\:It: jn J:J ~;'·l\l·,·\nt,·:, \~nil 0\)l,' .\. NcHtO\) ~;I)ltI tn Joll\) Ikli"Y Ilookcr :md possi,bly
C! J. Iktlick (lli.cko:\':') Lind knoh'lI as "Nol.'Ul11'S ~:orLh Fork Ranc!;" fur $1250.
This proh:lllly r\~rcrs to J\lmon:-:o 1\01.'!011 \"lll) kId b('t~n.'1 p .• c]:cr in tlw Pl:lcervillc~

\!' \-Jorkings arounu til(' Sh:lsta .::Incl Salmon River orcas dULing 185':\ to 1058, [ll1d 1,,110
tit.' the n b 0 u gil t l.:m d a t 1100 Pa Iv 11 t~ r e 11 e L1 r 11\ c d [ 0 r s c'v c"-'al yea r s prio r toth e C i v i 1

Har. In H;65 he sold out ;llld I'/f'l'lt East, returning to the North Fork of Rcdlvood
Creek a [Oh' Illonths l.:ltC[ where l1e ron ::J stock business for about nine yC::Jrs
before selling out and moving to Scottsville.

Located on \lllsurv,,-,yed goVerI'Il,lent land on the north bank of the l~ortll Fork
of Rp.dlvood Crct.=K, Lhe Norton property \Vas bound on the Ivcst by <l ranch of
Joseph ,~" Gan'ett ane! B. Lack, and on the e~st b~ul:d ~)y ::Jnd includin~ Pine
Creek hl<:lge. Hooker gr<Jdually added to JIlS ol'l,ginal purchases until he had
amassed oboul: 6,000 ac:re~ of grazing l::Jnd on the Bald Hills at the timp of
his death ill 1907. One mention of \lis operaLion, in 1895, said th3l he had
recently s11cared 3100 sheep. averaging 7J;; puunds p;',l' head. By 1897 I~ookcr I,'as
report.ed l.(\ be tile' 1.::Jl"2,est she.::prdi ser in llorthern Ilufllbo1ut County. In that
year the Honkers divided up their 5, 758-3crc~ rflnch in the Hedd Hills iJr,lOng

their children, the' porlions of to\VTIshi.p lane! affected being in Sec. 12, TSN,
R2E, and in Sec. 32, T9N, R3E. 15

The Garrett property notee! as bounding Norton's North Fork Ranch on the
'vest is probably tll:J!: of GDrrett & Co. located on the old Albee l'Elllch. The
owners \Vere cngaged in stock raising and f:Jrming, and in 1874 were said to be
situated sOlllh of the Jonathan Lyons pre-e\~\ption claim. l6

By ]872 Thomas hair \Vas trading in the goods he had acquired when the
military Barrison at Hoopa was disbanded and the store at Fort Gaston sold out.
In 1882 he csta!Jli"hed Cl hotel and stage stop at th2 south end of ],cd,:ood Valley
on land aCCJuired ft'om Isaac t<!i.nor for $10,000. Hinor had been act ive in the
pack trade from Union Lo Orleans for seven ye~rs preceeding the ]ndian wars.
His ranch on Recllvood Creek, once stocked "lith as Ill[itlY as 500 he.:ld of cattle
that furnished beef and dairy products to the mines, supplemented his store-
keeping activities in Orlc'ans. The pliJce eventually hiJd to be obC1.ndoncd
during the Indian uprisings and was supposedly burned by angry tribesman in
February 1863. The r.l:Jin trail to Hoopa, heavily utili2:ed by miners heading
for the castern goldfields ane! as a lI\ail route, crossed via a bridge ov~r

Red\Vood Creek at this point. In early 1911 a fire hit Recl\Vood Creek and
accordi.ng to a local nCI,spaper an old publi.c house on the Bail' property
built circa J.861 by l-iinoY' , along \-lith all its contents, burned to the ground.
Five months later is \'lClS reported that Bail' I·.'::JS buildin[; a nOI·: resort on
Redwood Cr0.ek to replace. thr= old pioneer ranchhollse/hotel. This had to have

1L,
Ibid., 92:263, 308, 358.

15 . L
Ibli., 92;3()~, 306, 307.

16
l~id., 92:263.
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been e i t her ;1 li] tel' house (po S l-lB6 j) btl il t by tH nor or one' cree ted in the
early ]880s by Bair, since accounts of Indinn depredations in the Redwood

J
ij, '., Creek arc;) E;l.ate~ very explicitly that by ISh] not Cl builcling ,"as left from
~ the heacl of Redwood Creek to its mouth.

Bail' also invested in sheep, it being mentioned in September 1897 th<.Jt
he was ready to convert his stock ranch on Redwood Creek into a sheep opera
tion. He had alreaely purchased over 1,000 of the animals from J.Il. Hooker.
On 25 February 1899 he purchased the Nixon ranch on the Rechmod, comprising
1,453 acres of grazing l:md, <mel ",jth this plus the properties of Lord and
Sherburn and Cummings greatly expanded his empire in the basin area. On
9 May 1900 the Jacob Beaver pInco on Redwood Creek burned, and instead of
rebuilding, Beaver ret:ired from the sheep business, selling his 1,2.00 acre-
ranch and 500 head of sheep and some catt1e to Bair, ",hose land he adjoined.
On 19 July 1913 the manager of the Bail' ranch on Redwood Creek arrived in
Blue Lake ,vith a o[llld of over 100 mL:tton sheep oeing driven to Arcata to
market. Another drive of 3,500 sheep from ranches on Rechvood Creek and Had
River to southern HUElbo1dt. County markets ,,'as expected soon. 17

Circa 1887 the Counts family was living on Christmas Prairie up Redwood
Creek. 18 By October 1891 L. HO"J<?l" mmed a sheep ranch and stopping place
in the Redwood Creek area, and four years later was mentioned as leasing land
from Jacob Beaver for a period of 3-1/2 years from June 1894 on. In 1916
James P. Peterson of Arcata bought the Hower ranch on Redwood Creek just
below that of Bairs. 19

92:281, 312-13.

,
I

I
D. TOvms Appear ill the Bald Hills

The 1895-96 business directory of Humholdt County lists the tOlro of Gans,
a post office about sixt.y miles northeast of Eureka in the RaId Hills. Twelve
persons lived in the area, whose principal industry was wool growing: Moses
Brault, farmer; William Childs, Jr., farmer; David Cuddigy, laborer;
Harry H. Delong, faDner; John Kane, miner; Anderson Lyon~, rancher; Sherman
Lyons, stockman; Andrew J. Hadely, farmer; ThOTl1i1S HcDonald, Jr., fanner; Henry
Nielson, farmer; W.E. Stinehoff, stockraiser; and Cornelius Thompson, farmer.
Mail was delivered here every Thursday over route 76 frma Orick to Klamath
via Gans. 20

17 Sally S. Salzman and Polly 1ok\-!. Bickel, Archeological Sl1rveY..J.n ,B!,hahili~<:1tJ-_~f1..
Units in Red\Vood NAtioTIol Park, Californin-(f,rc-at.a, Ca: National Park Service,
1979), p. 67; }'ount<jj~n Papers)92:282~02~352,355,356, and 115:307; News
paper clippings (no town), 16 June 1911, 19 July 19]3, in Humboldt Count.y
Pamphlets, Humboldt County Collection, Humboldt State University Library, Arcc;,tn,
ea.; Coy, liu f11_bold t__ ILlY Region, p. 71.

18 .
Salzwn(1 and Bl_cke!, Archeo~3.~al ~Jrv~y", p. 68.

19
F

.)ount:rnn 1 apers,

20Ec1 . B. Spencer, pull}., D_~~}.n~·ss Direr. to~y of _!~_~~-:l~"~"(=!~Lnty,J.895-_~~
ComRle ~,-J~_('J;,i~~_ter 52L_i:-1L<:__C_0:-.i.~~~~o( El~l~:2-,:l!L<Lll\ll1lbo Id t ,Coun ty, en li (ornin
(Eureka, Ca.: St8wlard Print., [1895]), p. 100.
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Other Bald Hills rcsjdents inc.luded John Preston, "ho i.n 190fl purcha~.;cd

~.
:160 a~res of Lmet belongiug ;,0 R~hcrt. King Clncl ~:;it.l1(ltf'd nO,l]; the Hcwker rancll.

Ll

~ "By thJS veal' also Arthur A. lomlJnson o\<.'ned n homestead cla~lTI further north
V -on Gans Prairie in Sec. 6, TION, R2E. 22 Sixteen voters were now listed in

the Bald Hills precinct: John H. Brmm; John Grinnell Chapnwn, Jr.: George
Ford; Albert A. Frazier; EC!\.Jard Griffiths; Jnmes Lee; Antonio Dnd Jonnthan
Lyons; 1.Jilliam Lyons; Peter 1'1asten; Alfred Nelvin; Ch<13les Simms; Cornelius
Thompson; James Yates; Albert York; and Eugene Young.

2

Another resident of the Bald Hills who had formerly spent several years
at Hoopa ,.;ras Hyron F. HcCombs, \\'110 retit-ed in 1950 after 23 yenrs of sheep
and cattle ye!ising. Tn the early 1920s the HcCombs had spent several years
at Hoopa \.7hore he \'}8S with the U.S. Indian Service and she tDught school.
Upon retirement they sold their ranch, formerly the Sherman Lyons place near
Elk Camp, to J.L. McNej] of Ukiah. 24

21 .Fountaln Papers, 92:307.

22 Tbid ., 92:485.

23 Ibi...9..• , 92: 277 .

2fl .
Ib~., 92:327.
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IX. The Lyon~ FCll!lily

~ '.
A. Jonathan Lyons Arrives in California

Jonathan Lyons, a native of Indiana, was born 1 November 1832, later moving
with hi.s rami_ly to 101-.'(/. Afflicted \.;itll [lsthnl:J as a boy 3nd taking a doctor's
advice to move to C31iforni3, he org[lni~~cd a party of emigrc1l\ts \oIho journeyed
by ox team across the Creat Plains.. ell'riving [It the \'iil1[1mette V[llley in the
fall. Lyons tarrietl first: at the struggling village of Albany, but the next year
succumbed to gold fever cmel proceeded to the Solman River country in Siskiyou
County. Here he engaged in freighting and butchering activities in addition to
&lining. The butchering business necessitated that he visit the various mining
campS on r.luleback \·.'ith C.:Hcasscs of beef slung all each side of his mount--a
welcome sight to men st3rvcd for the taste of fresh meat. l

Lyons's abilities in the field of agricultuLe aLe attested to by a letter
from somcone nC.:Jr the Forh.:' of Salmon to the editor of a local paper in J>larch
1856 stating Uwt Lyons h.:ld there cop.lmencccl fanning in earnest. His \';3S the
first garden ever cultivated successfully on the Salmon, causing the author of
the letter to speculate that "the reign of 'flClp-jacks 1 & fat pork is about at
an end and the citizens in the vicinity after this, can boast as good 'grub' as
any place in t-he mines. ,,2 Having served 35 a soldier in the garrison of Fort
Gaston at Hoopa, in 1858 Lyons took up a homestead in Hoopa Valley and farmed
successfully fOt" several years until the gover11l11ent purch.:lscd his holdings and
that of others in order to form the J-loopa Indian reservation. In 1862 he married
an Indicn woman of the valley and settled on Redwood Creek on land later known
as the Hook01" r<~ncl" investing in horses. Losing heavily in this endeavor he
switched to cattle raising, but fared little better. A change of location was
decided on, so in 1865 Lyons moved further do\m l~e(lIwod Cre(~k to a Prf~-c1'lption

claim near F1uff1!wns Point: on a ridge bel\·Jeen Schoolhouse Peak and !;edy.'ood Creek.
Here he §:oncclltt'atecl his efforts on the sheep business, meeting \vith great
success. 3 An 1876 assC'ssment Oil his 160-acre ranch valued his improvements and
livestock, including 3 1'01'885, 6 CO\oIS, 130 stock cattle, 900 sheep, 5 mules, and
10 hogs, at from $100 to $6.00. 4 IIy the 1880s Jonathan Lyons had large pt'operty
holdings in the Bald Hills on \,;hich he raised horses, calves, stock cattle, beef
cattle, sheep, mules, oxen, and hogs.

Several c11i1drcn ....'ere born to Jonathan and hi~; \'life: Anderson, Sherman, Antonio,
and ~\)i1liam Lyons \.;ere the survivin[', sons, along \.;ith one daughter, ~!rs. Josephine
~ford. One son, Julius, died as a teenager and was buried on the Lyons homestead.
\nother son Harvey is said to 1Ic1ve dieo:d of TB as a child. Due to failing eyesight,
IrOllnd 1907 or 1909 Jon3than \Vent to live with his daughter at Blocksburg, turning
lver the ranch management to his sons. The old home ranch \,'as leased to his son
lilliam. Lyons died on 11 September 1913, at the Dge of eighty-one, leaving an
~state valued at $10,000. 5

Fountain Papers, 92:332.

Ibid. 92: 3LI3.
-~- )

Ibid. 92:332.---
~~., 97:278.

~d., 92:325;
12:332.

7

sa12In,:in 3nd Bickel, Ar..£J.J.:"ologi~_'1.L_~~lEvcy", pp. 65-66; Foul1t.:lin Papers,
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A nc\"sp.:lpcr clipping of 23 July 1892 mentions th.:lt Jon.:ltll.'111 Lyons .:lnd his
-.sons Ancl(:,l~son LJnd Sh"rman had rC.:lched Eureka from their l.:lrgC' r.:lllch in the Bald
Hills section \vith ;) band of 1500 mutton sheep \"hich they were shipping to Sall
Francisco. Port \vere driven do\Vl1 by the inland route and part along the coast,
the latter arriving ot lh(~ county SCDt in good time, even tl\Ough they had par
taken of some type of noxious weed enroute tllat killed about six of the finest.
The article concluded by stoting tJ1Jt the best mutton sheep ill the county came
from northern llumboldt. 6

Th0. post office of Elder \Vos fin::t estDblished at the Lyons ranch, then
later moved to the Tomlinson property. It \Vas still at the fonner location
in 1907. In the summer of 1897 fire completely destroyed the resi.dence Dnd
few adjoining outbuildings of Jonathan Lyons at Elder. A fire that started
h-om the kit"chcn stove spread quickly despite eff01:ts to quench it, al though
the fixtlnes and uook:; of the post office \·7ere solved. Insur'::lllcc cover;·lge
on the property \·73S slight. Undaunted, Lyons proceeded to hove the house and
barn rebuilt, Louis Anderson of Blue Lnke serving as head carpenter. Fifteen
thousand feet of lumber \Vere hauled from Mr. Minor's yard at Dow's Prairie
and the \vork \>.'[lS pushed rapidly to completion. In November the J1eighbors all
gathered for a grand da-nce given at the nc\V l"esidcnce, \-lith six turkeys
furnishing the dinner. 7

Lyons'sprominence as h sheep rancher is attested to by the fact that in
1900 his wool received the much-coveted gold medal at tile Exposition Universelle
de Paris, his ranch soon becoming faE10us for having produced "the finest grade
of '""001 in the knmm \·lOrlc1." In 1905 Lyons \.Jas noted as one of the fe\\7 men still
living on land pre-empted in 1865. 8

1'1isfortune again befell Lyons \·lhCI: on 20 April 1911 his home, formerly
housing the post office, plus all its contents, \-lere entirely destroyed by fire.
This \'13S the same structure built fouleen years ago Hith lumher from the Glendale
mill and \.Jhich lwd been acclaimed as one of the finest buildings in the Bald
Hills country.9

C. The Lyons Family Extends i~ Holdings in the Bald Hills

As the sons of Jonathan Lyons gTeH up and married, they acquired their o\Vn
ranches in the Bald Hills country, so that by the early 1900s the Lyons family
were the dominant homesteaders of the region. By 1895 A. (Anderson?3 R. Lyons
had erected a fine nc\V hous(~ at !lis J."anch on the' old Peter's place. l This
would probably he in the vicinity of Elk Camp \Vhcre Henry and Martin Peters had
est;lblished th(·~ir hOlllestead in the lS(lOs. In Febnulry 1905 Antonio 1'1. Lyons was

6Fountain Papers, 92:332.

7Ibid ., 92:341, %3.

8Ibid ., 92:328, 332, 339.

9 . 4
~d , 92:3 5.

10 .
~~i., 92:272.
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1 ivi Ill', 1\1 ~I 1H'\J hou~(' I'll i.I L Oil th" () 1J Cilf,ll' P 1~IC(, on C~lg] C IZ id~:c. Anton i () .'l11d...
hif' \... iic, HIlO \.;as oorn ill Orleans, IJl,rl' 1l1:1rried in 1892 .::Inc! lived on their 1.::Jrge
sheep ranch in the B31cJ lIills until 1927 \"hen he r('tirf~d, one of the ll'adir.g
~tockmen in the COLlllty, .:file! moved to i\rcat,J, trans ferring 1I13nLlgement of the ranch
to his only S011 Eugene, \,,110 continued operating the holdings and participating
in activities of fello ...' sheep gro\"crs \... ithin the county and statc. ll

Sherm.::Jn Lyons built a large home in the vicinity of Elk Camp and ran sheep
over his holdings in the "aId l1il1s for many ye3rs, retiring from active ranch
ing circa 1914 nnd moving to Blue ],nke .Jnd then Arcata. This home was a stage
coach stopping place when the horscdrmJn coach traveled from Arcata <md Trinidad
over the Bald Hills \"agon road to Orleans and the Trinity mines. Two years
after Shennan's death in San Francisco in 19!f1, his home in the Bald IIi lIs was
purchased jointly by Fred Craham and Byron :!cCOIi1OS, and thereafter referred to
as the "e .~1.C. RDnch." Grah"m had heen overseer of the Russ cattle ranges on
}Iurphy Ridge and Redwood Creek for several years. By 1946 }[cCombs \,'as sole
Olmer of the ?600-acr\' c'nch. On moving to Arc,lta in 1950, he sold the place
to thE' H.L. (liKed") HcN(~il family of Ukiah \·]ho were living in the large tlvo-
story home on the propcTty four years loter \·Ihen it \Vas destroyed by fire, leaving
only the large brick fireplace standing. The property wa~; still an active oper
ation, sheepsl1E'Qring being carried on the ranch at the time of the blaze .12

D. Death Claims Prominent Humboldt County Pioneers

A year after Jonatilan Lyons's death at his son Antonio's residence in
Blue Lake in 1913, his son Anderson, a prominent farmer of the Blocksburg
s~eti~n, die~ and.was ~uried beside his father in Blu~ Lake. William Lyons 13
d~ed ~n San FranCl.seo J.n 195Lf, and the last son, I,ntonlo, succumbed a year later.

llIbi~., 92:326, 330.

12Ibi~., 92: 324,327, 342, 344.

13 Ibid ., 92:328, 332.
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x. I~ n :1 d~; .I n" 'j' l' ni ] :;...

1\. Wagon Roads l\l'pbcc Old 1'r.1i15

'.
By the e:lr]y 1870s 3gi tat ion h:1(1 I.H::gun to l>ui.ld roads extending out into

the Bald Hi] ls Clnd Rcd\voclc! Creek arc.:1 .:1nd on into Hoopa Valley in order to
provie!~ bett('l" cOlTIIllunic<ltion bct,oJccn these regions and tIle Humboldt Boy com-
munities. In an ilt.tcmpt to improve: the situation, Kl,lnldth County supervisors
in 1872 bcg;m \vork to convert the old Klamath tr.]il over the' B.:lld Hills into
a ne,v and better wClgon road that ,wIlle! shorten the distance bet,-Ieen Trinidad
and the Bald Hills. By ]906 U.S. lil::liJ ,vas being cat'ricd into the R.11d Hills
over a packtrail and lllail route that had been est3blisllcd Irom Blue LDke to
Eld(:;r. It left the former to\Yn via Li.scolll llil1, crossing t:11C south Ior\< of
the Had River, and then over 1:"CI'iOOc! Creek nt the J)e:lver ranch site, and finally
follm-Jing thE.: pJ:;~sent Stover ranch r~3.cl to\-l3rd S~hoolhotlse f('31<.. An alternate
route bct\oJeen Eldel' and ;\rc:aUI was VL'J Thom.:ls Bill.rls place.'

After completion of n h'<.l;:,on road conncctin[; the Bail' ranch on Rcd\-lOOc! Creek
with that of j.H. lIook2r in 1917, people of the Bald I1ills voiced their opinion
that tlte rel1l.:l:ining four miles 1leCess3ry to C01lllect this route "ith the "Lyons
Brothers" rancll on the Hillel 1Jj 11.s should be built also, arguing that "this piece
of road ,-,hen finished ,-lill givc a direct outlet to the people of the Bald Hills,
Martin I s Ferry, I-Jcitchpi:'~c &. OrlenDs sections of the Klamath River to t\18 coast
at Arcata or Eureka, fe, 'viII save thcm a di.sLmcc of about 25 miles." This ex
tensi.on '-.'<1S not cOli1pletec!,!1Q\\'cver, until the Stovers built em access rODd to
the upper sections of their propcrty.2

B. The. Crescent: City to Orlean~; Stage ROl:!:e

The new Orick Inn built in 1922 along the county road functioned as a stDge
stop for the CYef,cent City to Orleans run via t.he Hillel Hills. 3 A 1921 road mel])

of Humboldt COUllty Cldvertised a StC1[~C Tilute Tunnjng from Orick northeast to 01'18':1118:

From Orick to Martin's Yerry, Wcitchpec and OrJeans:--N.E. 1/2 }1. cross
Redl,oJOocl Crec.l( bridr;c, along river 1 H. to forks of rood, t:lking rir,llt
fork, ascending llioullLain thru rCc!I-.'ood and pine forest. Heavy clil'lb
for 9 H. to pl:airie Dnd!! ~1. to Tomlinson's ranch and stage heDdC]1I2rters,
2,600 ft. elevation. Good Meals.

lHumbo!clt Tin:.c:..:~, 16 July lS70 r in Coy, J!uJ:lboldt Bay Region, p. 281; Fountain
Papcr:~, 92:302\; SDlzman and Bickel, :2.~~J2.coToJ;.jc~) ~;JrVf'Y-;- p. 67; Fountain
J':lpers, 92:?77.

2pollllt<1in Papel'!~, 92:275, S,:l1.zman and nickel, Ar_c:...~cological Su~_,:.c'y., p. 67.

3Th ('lma Hufford, "TI\(' 01'ick Inn
in Humboldt llistoriill1 ([tHcka, Ca.:
J un~i9i6T:--------

?

llo\i10.-Cookecl Heals and I\'hite Table Cloths,"
Humboldt County Histc'rical Society, ~\ay-
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F~om Tomlinsons, rond crOS:3e~~ the Bald Hills thrll grnzing Lmd for
5 N. to French Comp :md 3,200 fee t cleva tion, then descend ing thru
forest 5 miles to Klamath River and }lartin's Ferry. From here road
runs nortll and cnst along the river over good rond to Orlenl1s, end
of wagon road. Good trail from Orl0.:1115 to H.:1pPY Ci1111P, then \vDgon
road to Hornbrook 011 State High\vay to Sacramento. LI

4Fec1 e.rated Commercial Bodies of Humboldt County, comp., "Hand Guide and Hoad
Hap of Humboldt County" (Eureka, Ca.: Lombert [, lkl~cehan, c. 1921), p. 26.
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XL Lumher Industry

'. A. Development Around Humboldt 13<IY

The lumber industry bcg[ln almost immediately upon the arrival of whites in
the Humboldt Ray n~g:i.on, the lumberman follm,;ring quickly in the wake of the
goldhunLer, drmvll 1)1' the enormous reserves of ti.mber he saw in the area and
attracted by their lIloney-makinr, potenti.al. The first compLmies \vcre small, onc
man affairs confined La the fir, pine, ond spruce stc1l1ds near the coast \\Tith
whose i.lttributes and characteristics men were already familiar. The concentration
of the industry into a fe\\T hands \-Ias gradual, but stimulated by isolation of the
industry [rom the l1];Jrkc~tplaC'.e and by early severe losses in sales during the
Civil Hal'. The grei-ii: £;j,ze and \..Teight of the rechwoc1s made it i.mpossible to
handle and sa\\T them at first; this situation plus ignorance of their many good
qualiti.es delayed their harvest.ing for m·}hile.. Huch credit for the success
of Humboldt County in tlJe lU1E]lC1.· field is dUl~ to the: bay itGe1f, which, because
of its GcCp channel, is the bc~':L shippill~, point along the entire redHood helt. l

B. Redwood Gains in Popularity

Though the manufacture. of lumber hegan in Humboldt County in 1850, not
until ten years later did the first full commercia.l cargo of a11-rcd\\100d lumber
leave Humholdt BElY. By this time the coast red\-100d's unusual qualities had been
assessed and it became highly prized for lumber becatise of its light \\Teight and
resistance to shrinkage, \\Tarping, rot, and fj,re. In this industry northern
California had no competition, for no other state possessed these magnificent
trees of Hhich HUinbold t and Del Norte coun I:ies grev the best stands. Ne\-]
mechanical means for cutting trees that \",e1'e introduced from the 1860s through
the 1890s (circula.r saw, band saw, logging railvays, steam donkey, bull donkey)
resulted in the production of such vast amounts of lumber that soon neither local
outlets nor San Francisco could meet tllC demand of the output. The lumber
companies decided t11erefore to pool their resources and foster trade development
with the east coast and abroad. 2

C. Lumberillg Along Red\wod Creek

In 1881 the amount of avaj.lab1e redwood lands alollg Redwood Creek was
estimated at about 100,000 aeres. The lumber industry did not begin here,
however, until after World War II, when companies began purchasing portions
of the redwood and fir forest along the watercourse. A rapid expansion of the

lIrvine, .!},~L,~t0.E.Lof llumboldtf_?_unt'y, pr. 109, 111; Humboldt County Historical
Socie~Ne\'Ji~,~,e~t_er 7, no. 3 (Hay 1959); Elliott, .!.!..~stoXy_ofJ:lul11ho,ldt C.E~n~

(1881), p. 142; Hyman Palais and Earl Roberts, "The History of the Lumber
Industry in Humholdt County," Pi.1cific Historical RevieH 19, no. 1 (February
1950): 1, 3, 6.

2Elliott, Bistor.y of Hllmboldt County (UISl), n.p.; Irvine, History of HumbC?)dt
County, pi;-:-io97-iij~;--p~iais~nd'Roberts, "History of the Lumhcr Industry i.n
Humbo:Cdt County," p. 3.
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ijldllStry [)(Cll1-r('c1 ill t"lll' l~)i;O,; .'llvl If)~j()s ;l~; hj;~lll:rtrainl'd loggl'I"~;, Illill
workers, tl"L1ckl.'I-S, allJ shi.ppers l11()v(~d into the orc.1. This n(~w l'r3 of
lumhering uLili/:ccJ I'0\\IC!.- saws unci oul1dOZ(;I-S thClt rupidly felled the giant
l~recs, which I"ere thl'll quickly carried by lorf.,(' trucks over the J).:Jld Hi.lls

~ foad to the COilst. Ancillary roods \I1erc: brol'cn through the forest c!o\"n to
the stremnhl>d I·,here lUlllbcr mills h/cre established in the flats.

Over the next tlventy or so years before the land Ivas acquired by the
National Park Service for inclusion in Redwood National Park, the forest
Bnd nurturing soil base were critically affected by tile lumbering operations
chat precipitated later severe erosional activity. By the mid-196Gs the
supply of large virgin ti.mber stonds in the region had been virtually elim
inated, and although companies continued snt<1ll-scale operations in the
drainage, most of the mills Here shut down. By the til;]C' the federal govern
ll1ent purchased the land in 1978, Cllmost all of the forests along Rcdlvuod
Creek had been harvested.

Under National Park Service ownership, no logging is alloHed within the
park boundaries, although logging trucks still pass along the Bald Hills road
hauling timber from reserves south and soutl1cast of the parle Here Simpson
Logging, Ar~ata Redwood, and Louisiana Pacific continue logging and mill
operations. J

D. Effects of Lo~gi.ng Operations on Ranching Activities In the Bald Hills

For the ranchers in the Bald Hills, the consequences of the logging indus
try were especially detrimental. Although some of the early ranchers continued
to hold on to their large ranges, the prosperous sheepra:ising days of the Bald
Hills were over. Erosion and flooding became serious problems, ~lile coyote
activity increased and began to seriously interfere Hith livestock profits.
Prior to tile 1940s there had been 15, 000 to 20,000 sheep in the Recl\"Ood Valley,
and sheepraising had provided a reliable sotlrce of income both for I."hite owners
in the area and also for local Indians, who traveled from ranch to ranch during
the shcarin~ season offering thej r services. After the 19lfOs lumber seemed to
offer the only employment in the area. Today cattle still graze in the Bald
lIills, but this \,Jill be phased out as p~sture leases expire and management plans
for the national park are implemented.

3Elliott, History of Humboldt County (1881), p. 142; Salzman and Bickel,
~rcheol~J...0_~l-S~;-WY:-"pp-.69-:0; Bearss, pasic Da!_a, Rccl\JOod National
~, p. 176.
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XlI. 1I1.storic<1l ]{csollrces of the ));t1cl Hills

-. A. Impor.tance of Early Pioneer Hist01:y

Lumberin[; <1ctivity in the Recl\vood Creek drninage has been n prime f.:lctor
in tIle 1.oss of sever.n] aboriginal sites and possible early homestead cl.aims.
Their very existence gives thosE' few remaining cultural resources in the
Redwood Creek nrea, many of whose past history can be at least partially
reconstructed or documented, an etdded dimension of im~orLance.. Desp.ite the
fac.t that the main emphasis of Redwood NaL:ioncll I'Clrk is t:o preserve, protect,
and interpret significant examples of the coastal redwood forests, the National
Park Service, under voriollE: manela tes concerning Iti s tOl:ic preservation, has a
responsibility in all its parks to locate, identify, evaluClte, and preserve
if required, the. historic resourcE'S entrusted to its care. This obligation to
the land and to its people include.s providing fOT the. understanding, appreciation)
[lnd cnjoy:i;ent: of the:;(' resources through :::PF'l"CJpriatC2 programs of research and
interpretation.

Human 1..1 tiliza ticln of the Red\·wod Creek VCllley and Bald Hills region has
continued from prehistoric through n:oc.lcrn times. For the earliesl: settlers life
was a constant struggle against such oppressing factors as isolation and
Indian harrassment; for later ranchers and sheepraisers it turned illto a losing
battle against the adverse effects and continuing encroachment of the lumber
industry. Despite these obstacles, farmers and ranchers in the Redwood Creek
Valley and Bald Hills succeeded in developing over the years large-scale
sheepraisi.ng operations that became famous in northern California for the
excellence of their \vool and high quality of their mut ton.

Little physical evidence of the early pioneer days remaills within the
Ne.\V Lands of Rc:.dh'ood National Park, but rncmo::ies of certain i.ndividuals li.nge.r
through the names bestm\'ed on local creeks, prai:!:"ies, and mountains. Archival
informat.ion is often scanty, thro,...'ing heavy reliance in some instances on
first.-hand account.s to bolster the data basc.. Redivoocl National Park is
especially fortunate in that several families, some still residing on or
near t11e Bald Hills, remember the people and events of the 18608. The
opportunities offered in the area for the inauguration of an oral history
program centering around early pioneering and ranching activities in the Bald
Hills and Red\·lOod Creck Valley should be pursued immediately and intensively
by the. pnrk interpretive. staff before. the sources of the. information are gone.
In additi.on to an ongoi.ng program of collecti.Jlg \\Tritten and oral data on the
area, effort~; slJOuld bE made to preserve SOIliC of those physical remains still
extant that are related to different types of land use in the area through the
years. It is unfortuilatc that already several early structures associa.ted Hith
earJ.y pioneering activity have been destroyed or allowed to deteriorate.

Any reluctance felt by the park in regard to preserving existing historical
resources may be the result of park plannil1~ that: addresses the scenic and
natural assets of the area. A major problcm in trying to exhibit historically
significaIlt sites or even conceive a thematic presentation of continuing history
of set tlemcn t and land 11:=;e in the aren is eh£! t the park \·J1.ll not contain a
c.eD.tral mUSeUI\l center, but instc3d i.ntends to provide interpreta.tion on-site
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throughout 1.110 park, which forces consideration of safety and energy problems·
lnvolved in cl1c()l1r~1!~il1g visitati_on to ind.Lvic!llal historic sitc:s. The problem
is compounded by the fact: t:h:1t initial park planning die! not include the
expansion area, so ttwt~ the future of historica.1 resourc.:es there is not
treated in the General Hilnagemcnt Plan.

B. Results of Site Surveys

Only two of the historical sites within the New Lands of Redwood National
Park arc considered eligiLle for inclusion on the National Register, and their
prcservation is strongly recommended. Other sites investigated either hy the
writer; by Laura Soulliare, an architectural historian from the Denver Service
Center ""ho spent several months surveying cultural. resources \\Iithin Rech.JOod
National Park; or by contract. archeologists Polly Bickel and Sally Salzman,
arc listed helmY. Several of them Clrc recommended for preservation and
adaptive usc if possible.

1. Dolason Harn

This structure, considered to date from the late 19th century or early
201::h, is located about one mile south of the intersection of the Bald Hills
and K & K lumbf,r road on a sloping benchlancJ about halfHay dmm Dolason
Prairie from the crest: of the ridge. Accorcl~i.ng to Doug Lane, a local rancher,
the barn was probably connected with the sheepraising activities of Sherman
Lyons near Elk Camp. J It Has evaluiOited for architectural significance by
Soulliere in 1978. Despite the evidence of recent, probably 20th ce:ltllry,
alterations, sueh as the corrugated sheet metal added to part of the roof
and to t.he E}:terior souU, "Jill], she felt it \'laS nevertheless " a fine cxample
of a diminishing category of hand-built Clrchitectun:o, II and l:ecommendccl
adaptive use, jj~ possibl~, a suz,ge.stion \dth \·.'hiell this ,·niter concurs. 2 It
is reported th.1t other barns of this vintage in the area have been de.stroyed
over the years and it is therefore felt that this particular item is \\Iorthy
of preservation.

In the vicinity of the structure is an old log bridge, whicll, due to
constant flooding by water and to [:cneral disuse, supports a gt"ol-lth of vege
tati.on. Bec.ause it is not aest.hetically unplcClfdng or objectionable from a
safety standpoi.nt, it is recommended that it be left to benign neglect. A
second item, a sllcep shed lean-to constructed \\lith a framework of \\Ihole logs
covered by a corrugated metal roof, located on the hillGid~ above the
barn, is of 110 ltistoricCll significcll1ce hut is of interest in demonstrating
the meager amount of protection adequate for livestock jn the even climate
of the Bald Hills. Evidence of aboriginal occupcltion has been found in this
area, and any action to remove or alt.er the existing structure should be re
vie,ved by the park archeologist. 3 Another barn standing just north of the

1. CA-mn-1--!138H, Archaeological Site Inventory Record (ASIR), in Bickel,
.§.!:udl'.-.l.!f Cultural Resources in Reejl;100d No t:iontl1 PiJrk.

2. Part IV, "New L8ncls at: Redwoocl Creek," Sect. B., in Laura E. Soulliere,
Arc.hitcctur~ll Slll"VCY ;-mel j~va]lIation, Red\vood National ~~~!-, Califo1]1i~

('Cr c-:~~ e~1t --ci-i..-Y~-C;~~:---l~~-~~~;;-cl Na t-ic~;l 1'c;-rl~i§78).

3. See CA-llllH-LI 39, ASIR, in Bickel, StuJ~~S:tllt.~t:ctl_R(,s()urccsIn _B.~dwooc1

,!ia t 10n;,~~'----'~~~l~.
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J{ & K ;:llld Bald H:l1.Ls Road intersection 1,'.15 not visited by this \Vriter, but
1s also thought to be associ;:lted Ivitll Sherman Lyons's residence at Elk Camr.

2. Tomlinson Barn Ruins

Lumber from the structure is located on Childs Hill Prairie on the flat
below a private road which branches west from the Bald Hills Road across
from the driveway to the old Tomlinson stage stop. Although now collapsed
and partially burned, the single-story strllcture displays hand-hewn, -split,
and -sm"n structural timbers that shmv broad-axe marks. Split shingles
were used on the roof. Nineteenth-century construction techniques are
evident, so the barn migllt ll<Jve been associated Hith the old stage stop
on the ridge above, since the grade of an old road to the station runs
nearby. The collapsed buj.lding obviously lacks the structural integrity
necessary for nomination to the National Register and could not easily be
restored, but even in its present state might possess pertinent dat.a on early
19th- nnd 20th-century construction techniques. It should he determined if
more pictures or drmvings of t.he sitc are needed, although the contract
archeologists have accomplished some Hark along this line in 8ddition to
gat.hering measurements. 4

3. Garret Barn, South Barn, "Ingomar Club"

Soulliere examined the Garret barn, beloH the K & K road, which is of
wood frame construction covered with corrugated metal. Of J.ate vintage, the
barn was reportedly built in 1962. The South barn I-laS similar in form 'to the
Garret barn, and built. during the same time period, circ8 1964. It is
located on Menays Road, connecting the K & K and Bald Hills routes. The
"1ngomnr Club, II a small \vood frame structure on the K & K Road, was erected
hy the Simpson Lumber Company, probably in the 1960s, to se)~ve as a field
office. None of these structures is hist.orically significant. 5

4. Lane Property

The structures on this property in the vicinity of Elk Camp mostly cJate
from the 19608. The le8sehold comprises the old Sherman I~ons property, the
house being the one rebuilt by "Red" t-lcNeil after the original Lyons house
burned in the 1950s. Other outbuildings (garages, barn) date from the 19708.
Also on the property is another older barn Hhich the current mvners believe
dates from the late 18008 and was associated with an old house once sjtuated
10\ver on the hillside. Soulliere felt the hand-he\Vll construction of t.he
building possessed arcllitcctural significance and suggested preservation. 6

The \"rit.er endorscs this rec.ommendation since th(~ barn wns probably associ<3ted
with some of the enrly (1860s) homesteads near Elk Camp mentioned in an
earlier section of t.his report.

4. CA-HUH-4 LfSH, ASIR, in Bi.ckel, ibid.

6. IV I, in Soulliere, Archi~.£ctural Servey.
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5. Hell
".

During the course of. their survey work, the archcologists discovered a
hand-dug wcJ.l lined with uncut local rock daubed with mud mQrtar across from
the old Tomlinson property on the south side of the Bald Hills Road and south
of a snl:lll pond. The s true t ure \",as covered \",i th a top of wooden planks. It
waS either associated \",ith the stage stop or early ranching activities in the
area. The structure should be preserved. 7

6. Shelter

Also found by the archeoJ.ogists, south of Hidden Prairie and dmm near
Redwood Creek, was a lean-to shelter constructed of cut planks and beams placed
vertically in a hollm"" burned··out redwood tree. After determina tion tho t it
waS probably unconnected \\7:i.th aboriginaJ inh:lbitants, its use by a "timber 8
cruiser" (one who evaluates ].un~er resources) was suggested by local informants.

7. Jonathan Lyons Homestead

This homestead claim is located southHest of Schoolhouse Peak at the
end of a seldom-used dirt road that branches off the Bald Hills Road immediately
before it passes to the southeast and outside of the park boundary. It is
necessary to go through U,'o locked gat:es before arriving at the 110mestead site,
which is at about: 2120 feet in elevation about three-fourths of the ",ay dmvn the
slope betvleen Schoolhouse Peak and Rcc1l-JOod Creek.

Remains on site consist of a large barn, a few small outbuildings, a corral
complex, a recent house, a sheep shearers! bunkhouse, and a fruit and nut
orchard containing some twenty trees of apple, plum, pear, quince, aln~nd,

and English and black \Vi1lnut, planted in t\VO or three rmvs. Beyond the orchard
is a graveplot ill the woods, surrounded by an iron ornamental fence \vith \.!Qoden
post s and supports. The marble slab, \",hich has been partially obscured by an
uprooted tree trunk, marks the grave of Julius Lyons, born 1878 and died some
time in the 18905. Also behind the orchard is a dml]) on \·,1hich purple gl::.ss
fragments and pie.ces of china have been found. Hisccllaneous pieces of old
farm equipment (spring harraH, plow, mOvler, hay loader pulley with patent date
of 1886) and evidence of prehistoric activity are also present~

The barn contains major structural timhers of hand-he\·m red\·:ood, but has
been altered in recent years and used for hay storage. The 110use was constructed
during the 19605 to replace an earlier ranchhouse that burned dmm. Although
relatively new, it should be preserved as part of the continuing history of the
site and adaptive uses found for it. Architect Soulli~re felt the bunkhouse was
the only building left that displayed any structural integrity. According to local
informants it \,'as originally a \voodshecl to which an extension \vas added, enabling

7. CA-HlIH-449H, ASIR, in Bickel, Study of Cultural Resources in Red\·JQod
National Park.-------

8. 4'-HUH-347, ASIR, in ibid.
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it to house itineL1l1t sheep shearers during the shcaring senson. Locals think
it \"as constructcd prior to 1900 and has not bcen .:llt:erecl since that time.
rt has been included all the List of Classified Structures. 9

NominCltion of the Jonathan Lyons homestead site to the National Register
will be based on the following areas of significance:

a)
levels, imbuin~ it
regarding regional

It exhibits evidence of prehistoric and historic occupational
with archeological significance based on research potential
settlement patterns Rnd land use over the years;

b) It is a documented pre-emption claim of 1865 inhabited
continually by members of the same family into modern times. The Lyonses
were prominent sheepraisers of northern California and raised prize-winning
wool on this land at the turn of the century, contributing to the farln's
;imporulllce in the fields of agriculture and stock raising;

c) It WiS a typical homestead of the Bald Hills region,
displ~ying the usual course of development for such ranches. Land use
began \"ith mule l·aising and rudimentary forms of agriculture, later evolving
into shecp raising and horticulture. The spot also se.rved LlS a post office for
the region and is shown on early maps as the settlement of Elder;

d) Examples of early smalJ. ranches are fast disappearing, a
connnon victim of absorption into larger spreads, of obliteration in the face
of industrial expansion, or of decay due to simple neglect. When a type
specimen possessing as much historical integrity and as well-documented a
past as the Lyons ranch is found within a park, it should be preserved as part
of the area's culturnJ. heritage. The history of the people and events in the
Bald Hills and Redwood Creek basin and valley was a direct result of pioneering
and cou~erciaJ activities that began around Hunilioldt Bay in the l850s in response
to needs generated by the minine regions of the Trinity and Salmon rivers, and
that later spread to the interior. The significance of the Lyons ranch, then,
goes far beyond park boundari.es, for it is part of the broader general pi.oneering
movement in northern California.

8. Trinidad Trail

The history of this trail leading from the port of Trinidad to the
mining re[';ions on the Trinity, Klawath, and Salmon rivers has been covered
in an earlier section of this report. The route's contribution to the
development of northern Humboldt County is significant and justifies its
nomi.naLlon to the National Register. During the early 1850s the trail became

9. See IV C, in Soulliere, Architecturah Survey; and CA-HUH-LI 81H, ASIR, in
Salzman and Bickel, Ars..~rteological S~rvl'Y.



the main com1l1ercLll. 1 jnk bcu.;een the remote mining regions, the interior
~to\"ns and rnnchcs, <lnd tl1~ \'Jl'stern seaports. IHthout the stendl' stream
of supplies it afforded. milling Elctivitics would have been forced to cease
or at leClst have been sl~\'erely curtailed, while many smaller farms and
settlements along tile ruute would have been deprived of necessary equipment
and provisions.

Only portions of t 11C' origincl1 "Tall Trees" segment of the Trinidad Trail
are observable today paralleling the present Tall Trees Grove path that
begins on the eDst sid,,: of l\edwood Creek and runs to the northenst, inter
secting the Bald Hills Road north of Elk Camp. This stretch of trail,
which was closed circa }900 upon construction of a \'lGlgon road into the
Bald Hills, was reopcn2d in the 1960s by the Arcata Redwood Company to
enable public visitation of the Grove of the Giants and the Howard
Libbey Tree, worl.d's c~llest. The present Tall Trees section of trail
generally follows the historic route, though differing in several instances,
such as its point of origin on the Bald Hills highway. Most of the
prese.nt trail follm·:s .Jil old logging road. BetHeen the Grove and the
start of logginS activity on the Bald 11il15 slopes, however, is an
unvegetated l/l-mile stretdl \"herc the ruts of the old s\.;itchback trail
are visible. Portions of the trail reportedly can also be seen near the
headwaters of Emerald Creek further upstream from the Tall Trees Grove.
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